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2 ECCLESIASTICAL SERIES. [FourtH

another, a boldness equally remarkable, though we think far less for-
tunate, in the highly adventurous career of his philosophy.

His Theory of Vision came out in 1709, and the Principles ot
Human Knowledge, which gave the ultimate stamp to his philosophi-
cal character, in the following year. 1In 1712, he was induced to enter
upon the discussion of those questions of political theory, which then
xainly interested the public. The reader is already aware of the
zonnexion of the questions upon the rights of kings, and the doctrine
«f passive obedience, with the history of the revolution which placed
she family of Hanover on the DBritish throne ILocke’s celebrated
treatise turned the attention of Berkeley to the controversy, on which
he delivered three commonplaces, in the college chapel: these he
afterwards printed ; and as he undertook to maintain the exploded
doctrine, which was supposed to be connected with adherence to the
banished family of the Stuart princes, he was afterwards represented
as a Jacobite, by Lord Galway, when recommended to him for prefer-
ment, by the prince and princess of Wales. Mr Molyneux, who had
been Berkeley’s pupil in college, and had introduced him to these
royal personages, took care to remove the impression, by showing,
from the work, that the principles of the writer were thoroughly
loyal.

"His system of materialism, as a matter of course, attracted a very
high degree of attention among that class of persons who delight in
the barren perplexities of metaphysics. The controversial opposition
which it exeited was more shown in the general opposition of emi-
nent men, such as Whiston, Clarke, and others, than by any express
attempts at refutation. Of this, the following extract from Whiston’s
memoir of Clarke may give a notion sufficient for our present pur-
pose:—¢ And perhaps it will not be here improper, by way of caution,
to take notice of the pernicious consequence such metaphysical subtil-
ties have sometimes had, even against common sense, and common
experience, as in the cases of those three famous men, Mons. Leibnitz,
Mr Locke, and Mr Berkeley.—(The first, in his pre-established Har-
mony ; the second, in the dispute with Limboreh about human liberty.)
And as to the third named, Mr Berkeley, he published, A.D. 1710, at
Dublin, the metaphysic notion, that matter was not a real thing ; nay,
that the common opinion of its reality was groundless, if not ridiculous.
He was pleased to send Dr Clarke and myself, each of us, a book.
After we had both perused it, I went to Dr Clarke, and discoursed
with him about it to this effect,—that I, being not a metaphysician,
was not able to answer Mr Berkeley’s subtile premises, though 1 did
not at all believe his absurd conclusion. 1, therefore, desired that he
who was deep in such subtilties, but did not appear to believe Mr
Berkeley’s conclusion, would answer him,—which task he declined.
I speak not these things with intention to reproach either Mr Locke
or dean Berkeley. I own the latter’s great abilities in other parts of
learning; and to his noble design of settling a college in, or near the
West Indies, for the instruction of natives in ecivil arts, and in the
principles of ehristianity, I heartily wish all possible success. It is
the pretended metaphysic science itself, derived from the sceptical dis-
putes of the Greek philosophers, not those particular great men who
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have been, unhappily, imposed on by it, that I complain of. Accord-
ingly, when the famous " iilton had a mind to represent the vain rea-
sonings of wicked sp” its in Hades, he described it by their endless
train of metaphysics, thus :—

“ Others apart sat on a hill retired,” &2.—ZPar. Lost. ii. 557—561.

“Many years after this, at Mr Addison’s instance, there was a meet-
ing of Drs Clarke and Berkeley to discuss this speculative point; and
great hopes were entertained from the conference. The parties, how-
ever, separated without being able to come to any agreement. Dr B.
declared himself not well satisfied with the conduct of his antag-
onist on the occasion, who, though he could not answer, had not
candour enough to own himself convinced. But the complaints of
disputants against each other, especially on subjects of this abstruse
nature, should be heard with suspicion.”

In 1713, he went over to London, and there published a defence of
his philosophical theory, in « Three Dialogues between Hylas and
Philonous.” The ingenuity and the singular acuteness of intellect
displayed in these writings attracted the admiration of scholars and
literary men; and his acquaintance was sought and cultivated by the
most distinguished persons of the time; Stecle and Swift, especially
the latter, were active in introducing him to those who might be ser-
viceable to his advancement. Steele employed him to write several
papers in the Guardian, for each of which he is said to have given
him a guinea and a dinner. At Steele’s house he frequently met Pope,
and formed an intimacy with him, which grew into a lasting friendship.
He was introduced to the celebrated earl of Peterborough, by Swift,
whose influence with this nobleman was very great. At his instance,
the earl took Berkeley with him, as chaplain and secretary, when,
towards the end of the same year, he was appointed ambassador to
the king of Sicily, and the other Italian states. -

He was left for three months at Leghorn, by the earl, while he went
on by himself, to Sicily, to discharge the functions of his embassy.
During his absence, a really trifling incident gave Berkeley a fright,
to which he was afterwards used to revert with pleasantry, among
his friends. At that period, it is stated, by Dr Clarke, that the
only place in Italy where the service of the protestant church was
tolerated, was at Leghorn—a favour then recently obtained by queen
Anne from the grand duke. It happened that Dr Kennett, chaplain
to the English factory, asked Berkeley to preach for him one Sunday.
Berkeley complied with the request. On the next day, as he was sit-
ting alone in his chamber, he was surprised and startled by the appari-
tion of a train of surpliced priests, who entered his apartment in
ghostly array, and walked round, muttering some form of prayer or
exorcism, without seeming to notice his presence in any way, and
then walked out again.. Berkeley’s first apprehensions suggested some
connexion between this solemn visitation and his sermon of the pre-
vious day: it could be, he thought, nothing less than some demonstra-
tion from the inquisition, which must have been informed that he had
preached without license to a heretical congregation. When he
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recovered from his astonishment, he made cautic is inquiries, and, to
his great relief, learned that it was the solemn festival set apart for
blessing the houses of all “ good catholics” from rats and vermin.

In 1714, he returned with lord Peterborough to England. The fall of
the tory party appeared to terminate all immediate prospects of prefer-
ment; he was, therefore, not dissatisfied at the occurrence of a favour-
able opportunity to extend his travels. The bishop of Clogher, Dr
St George Ashe, proposed to him to accompany his son who was
Leir to a good property, on a tour through Europe.

His stay at Paris is rendered memorable by an incident of some
interest, his interview with the celebrated philosopher Malebranche,
of which, we have to regret, that no detailed account remains.
Malebranche was prominent among the great speculative inquirers of
his age, and held opinions very nearly approaching those of Berkeley’s
theory. His opinion that all our volitions and perceptions are produced
by the immediate operation of the divine will working on the frame, ap-
pears by a brief and very obvious train to lead to the inferences of the
non-existence of external things. Irom this not very sane result, the
French philosopher was deterred by an argument which should have
had a similar influence on Berkeley, whose theory was invented with
a direct view to oppose a scepticism fashionable in his day. Malebranche
justly considered the existence of the external world to be affirmed in
the beginning of Genesis, and, therefore, concluded that the inferences
of speculation could not be carried so far as to deny it: although it is
clear he removed all evidence for it but that supplied by seripture.
When Berkeley paid him a visit, he was labeuring under an inflam-
mation of the lungs; and, at the moment, engaged in the preparation
of some medicine, which he was watching as it heated in a small
pipkin on his fire. It was an unfortunate situation for the encounter
of two philosophers, who had such a point of difference to contend for.
Malebranche had become acquainted with Berkeley’s theory of the non-
existence of the external world; and immediately entered, with all the
interest of a philosopher, and all the impetuosity of a Frenchman, into
a discussion upon it. Berkeley was soon heated with controversial
ardour; and they who best know the zeal of metaphysical disputation,
will not hesitate to admit the probability, that the trifling cousidera-
tions of form and circumstance must soon have heen forgotten by both
parties in the keen debate. The actual incidents are no further known
than by the event. The French philosopher spoke so much and so
loud, that it brought on a violent increase of his disorder, which car-
ried him off in a few days.

Upwards of four years were, at this period, spent in travelling among
other places, less upon the common track of tourists: he travelled
over Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily. He had collected materials for a
natural history of Sicily; but they were unfortunately lost in the pas-
sage to Naples. Some very curious and interesting sketches of his
visit to Ischia, in the bay of Naples, and a description of an erup-
tion of Vesuvius, which he witnessed, and was enabled to observe very
accurately, have caused his biographer to regret this loss as an injury
to the ¢“literary world” And notwithstanding the bright reflection
which Berkeley’s fame, as a metaphysical writer, throws on his country,
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and still more on his university, we are rather inclined to regret that
his genius had not earlier received a direction favourable to the exercise
of talents with which he was pre-eminently endowed by nature. The
world might have spared those writings which have in no way contri-
buted to human wisdom, and are rather to be regarded as essays and
examples of high intellectual power, than as leading to results, with
perhaps one slight exception, which it will be time enough to notice
when we come to the separate consideration of his writings. There
is a remarkable freshness, vigour, and graphic power about his deserip-
tions of places, and an inquisitiveness of research, which would, with
the addition of his profound intelligence, have given to the world the
most instructive and delightful history of the nature and social pecu-
liarities of the countries and people whom he visited. Irom the habi-
tual intercourse with realities, his understanding would have acquired
a practical turn, the want of which was his main defect, and with
his universally accomplished, exploring, and enthusiastic mind, he
would have been the Humboldt of his age. There is a singular com-
bination of poetic effect and of accurate observation, in his description
of the island of Inarime, and still more of its ancient mountain, Mons
Epomeus, rising from its centre, and overlooking the scenery of the
/Eneid—*from the promontory of Antium to the cape of Palinurus.”
Though we are amused with the enthusiastic simplicity which, after
describing the Arcadian innocence and simplicity of the inhabitants,
who, as they “are without riches and honours, so they are without
the vices and follies that attend them ;” in the very next sentence he
informs us, that “they have got, as an alloy to their happiness, an ill
habit of murdering one another, on slight offences.” One is apt to
suspect that the philesopher had in his mind the Arcades ambo of
Horace, rather than the ¢ poetical notions of the golden age;” but
Berkeley’s mind is too earnest and high-wrought for the frivolity of
a joke: he immediately after tells his correspondent that « by the sole
secret of minding our own business, we found a means of living safely
among this dangerous people,”—a lesson which he might have easily
learned at home.  Still more full of interest must have been his descrip-
tions of mount Vesuvius: in his letter to Arbuthnot, in which he
describes three ascents, he says, of the first,  With much difficulty
I reached the top of mount Vesuvius, in which I saw a vast aperture
full of smoke, which hindered the seeing its depth and figure. I heard
within that horrid gulf certain odd sounds, which seemed to proceed
from the belly of the mountain; a sort of murmuring, sighing, throb-
bing, churning, dashing, as it were, of waves, and, between whiles, a
noise like that of thunder, or cannon, which was constantly attended
with a clattering like that of tiles falling from the tops of houses on
the streets,” &c. On this ascent he obtained but imperfect and occa-
sional glimpses of the awful doings below, in that vast and hollow
gulf: a momentary dispersion of the smoke displayed two furnaces,
almost contiguous, throwing up a “very ruddy flame,” and vast dis-
charges of red hot stones. On the eighth of May he ascended a second
time, and saw a different aspect of things: the air was calm, and a
column of smoke ascended straight up, so as to leave clearly visible
the boiling and bellowing chasm beneath, in which the two furnaces
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burned more fiercely than on the former day, ¢“throwing up every
three or four minutes, with a dreadful bellowing, a vast number of red
hot stones—sometimes, in appearance, about a thousand—and at least
three thousand feet higher than my head, as I stood upon the brink.”
The other furnace was equally remarkable, in a different way, being
“ filled with red hot liquid matter, like that in the furnace of a glass-
house, which raged and wrought as the waves of the sea, causing a
short abrupt noise, like what may be imagined to proceed from a sea
of quicksilver dashing among uneven rocks” Between this ascent
and the twentieth of June, he continued to make excursions in the
vicinity, during which he continued to observe with interest the vary-
ing appearances of the mountain—sometimes pouring from its summit
bright and glittering streams of liquid lava—of which the burning
course was traceable by the * ruddy smoke” which overhung it “along
a huge track of sky.” On other nights, a tall column of flame shot up
the heavens, from the smoky height, and disappeared in sudden dark-
ness, after a moment, as if  the jaws of darkness had devoured it.”
But on the tenth the scene appears to have put on all its terrors to
attract the imaginative philosopher: he describes its distant sound to
his friend:—¢ You cannot form a juster idea of this noise, in the most
violent fits of it, than by imagining a mixed sound made up of the
raging of a tempest, the murmur of a troubled sea, and the roaring of
thunder and artillery all together. It was very terrible, as we heard
it in the further end of Naples, at the distance of above twelve miles:
this moved my curiosity to approach the mountain. Three or four of
us got into a boat, and were set ashore at Torre del Greco, a town
situate at the foot of Vesuvius, to the south-west, whence we rode
four or five miles before we came to the burning river, which
was about midnight. The roaring of the voleano grew exceeding
loud and horrible as we approached. Iobserved a mixture of colours
in the cloud over the crater,—green, yellow, red, and blue; there was,
likewise, a ruddy dismal light in the air over that tract of land where
the burning river flowed; ashes continually showered on us all the way
from the seacoast; all which circumstances, set off, and, augmented
by the horror and silence of the night, made a scene the most uncom-
mon and astonishing [ ever saw, which grew still more extraordinary
as we came nearer the stream. Imagine a vast torrent of liquid fire
rolling from the top down the side of the mountain, and, with irresis-
tible fury, bearing down and consuming vines, olives, fig-trees, and
houses; 1n a word, everything that stood in its way. This mighty
flood divided 1into different channels, according to the inequalities of
the mountain; the largest stream seemed half-a-mile broad at least,
and five miles long. The nature and consistence of these burning
torrents have been described with so much exactness and truth, by
Borellus, in his Latin treatise of mount Atna, that I need say nothing
of it. I walked so far before my companions up the mountain, along
the side of the river of fire, that I was obliged to return in great
haste, the sulphureous stream having surprised me, and almost taken
away my breath. During our return, which was about three o’clock
in the morning, we constantly heard the murmur and groaning of the
mountain, which between whiles would burst out into louder peals,
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throwing up huge spouts of fire and burning stones, which, falling
down again, resembled the stars in our rockets. Sometimes I observed
two, at others three distinet columns of flames; and sometimes one
vast one, that seemed to fill the whole crater. These burning columns,
and the fiery stones, seemed to be shot one thousand feet perpendicular
above the summit of the volcano.” The eruption continued, with
various changes of appearance, until the eighteenth, during which he
continued to watch it with unwearied interest, and to note every inci-
dent that occurred. As may be anticipated, he formed a theory to
account for volcanoes. He supposed a vacuum to be made in the
“bowels of the earth, by a vast body of inflammable matter taking
fire, the water rushed in and was converted into steam; which simple
cause was sufficient to produce all the wonderful effects of volcanoes—
as appears from Savery’s fire-engine for raising water, and from the
Eolipile”* We believe the great question, thus hastily solved, remains
yet to exercise the research and skill of geologists—Whether the vol-
canic elements are directly thrown from the great reservoir of molten
elements far down towards the mass of central heat—or the infusion
of water upon some local accumulation of similar materials, is not, and
perhaps cannot, be ascertained with the certainty of science. Nor can
we here dwell upon a question so far beyond our knowledge

On his return to England, Berkeley composed, at Lyons, an essay
upoun a guestion proposed by the Royal Academy of Paris. The sub-
ject was on the principle and cause of motion; the tract is in Latin
m his works: he published it on his arrival in London in 1721. In
this tract, he arrives with infinite art at the same conclusion which he
had already put forth in his great metaphysical theory.} As we pro-
pose to give the reader a full account of this, it will be unnecessary
to anticipate it here.

From such speculations he was happily diverted, from time to time;
and at last altogether, by the active benevolence of his disposition,
In 1720, the country sustained great suffering from the South Sea
scheme. Berkeley wrote and published a traet, in which he endeavours
to point out the sources of the national suffering and its remedies. His
discourse displays all the character of a humane and elevated spirit,
with much sound thinking on the general principles of social welfare.
There is, at the same time, perceptible in it, a tone of observation
remote from the actual temper of human life, and a want of perception
of the more detailed workings of society—he soars in a lofty region of
primary truths and general principles, and seems to consider a great
moral reform, and something like a system of sumptuary regulations, to
be the great remedy for the existing evils. And there can, indeed, be
little doubt of the vast accumulation of evils which arise in the social
system, from the intemperance, proﬂmacy, lu\ury, irreligion, and
1mm0rahty, or, in one word, the corruption of society: nor can we
hesitate to agree with Berkeley, that the most beneficial changes would
be the I'esult of a great and general reform. DBut such statemems
have small weight upon the foaming torrent of life; and this can only

* Clarke’s note.
t See from sect. 34 to the end.— Works, 8vo., vol.ii. p. 335.



8 ECCLESIASTICAL SERIES, [FourTn

be derived from a cautious, close, and speciﬁc method of applica-
tlon, which, having laid down general ma\ums, pursues them with a
view to the practical and possuole " Yet, in a moment of nearly unex-
ampled suffering and terror, it may be assumed, that the national
spirit might be more than usually alive to those impressions which
are mostly so difficult to convey. That a sober and moral tone of
pubhc feeling, and, still more, a due sense of Christianity, from which
such impressions have their best and most legitimate source, ought to
have the good effects implied by Berkeley, we have no doubt,—but
such impressions are the slow growth of time, and only to be
developed from the fullest practical operation of the cause itself. No
reasoning from consequences is, under any circumstances, likely to have
any effect. No one will mend his ways because the nation might be
improved by a general reform. All such expedients begin at the
wrong end.

Shortly after his return, Berkeley was introduced by Pope to the
accomplished earl of Burlington, whose name is so familiar to the
architectural student. Berkeley had himself cultivated this art, and,
during his travels, had becom~ extensively and accurately acquainted
with the best existing specimens, ancient and modern. His knowledge
of the subject, set off as it must have been by his discursive talent and
his ingenuity and enthusiasm, attracted the admiration of the noble
ear], who introduced him with strong encomiums to the duke of Grafton,
then about to come over as lord-lieutenant to Ireland. The duke took
him with him, as chaplain, in 1721, when he had been six years away
from his native country. He had, in the mean time, become a senior
fellow, and now took his degree of doctor in divinity, November 14.

In the next year he obtained a large bequest from Mrs Hester
Vashomrigh, amounting to about £4,000. We have already had to
state the particulars in our memoir of Swift. It is asserted, on good
authority, that he had only once met this unfortunate lady at dinner.
But he must have been well known to her by reputation; and, besides,
the high admiration which his singularly pure character was likely to
malke on one so alive to impressions, many influential causes were not
unlikely to have intervened, though of so shnht a nature, as to leave
no record.

In 1724 he was preferred by the duke of Grafton to the deanery of
Derry, on which he resigned his fellowship. The deanery was worth
£1,100 a-year; but the heart of Berkeley was high above the lower
influences of life. The same spirit which impressed him with a notion
that the state of the nation might be bettered by lofty expositions of
general truths, operated on him as a governing influence. While he had
been on his travels, his imagination had been captivated by the splen-
dour and beauty of foreign scenery,—with which he naturally associ-
ated visions of human happiness. The notion of a purer and better
form of society, founded on the perfect basis of Christianity, was a
natural fruit of such a mind, and it became his favourite project. For
him, the factitious splendour and the enervating luxury—the pomp and
vanity, which are so much of life to common mmds, were utterly devoid
of charms—in these there was nothing to resign. A course of
conduct, hard to the conception of ordinary mortals, was, with these
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dispositions, natural; his heart, in which no sordid feeling had place,
was filled with the lofty and holy design of “ converting the savage
Americans to Christianity, by a college to be erected in the Summer
Islands, otherwise called the isles of Bermuda.,” We shall offer no
extracts from the proposal which he published on the occasion; because,
as was to be expected from one of his earnest and sincere temper, the
reasons, which he would himself feel the weight of, are all obvious
enough. It is not until a man doubts the efficacy of the main reasons,
that he will think it necessary to look for new and deep arguments
for the recommendation of good deeds. A poem, otherwise of no
value, will offer some view of the impressions of his own mind.

The muse, disgusted at an age and clime,
Barren of every glorious theme,

In distant lands now waits a better time,
Producing subjects worthy fame.

In happy climes where, from the genial sun
And virgin earth, such scenes ensue,

The force of art, by nature seems outdone,
And fancied beauties by the true.

In happy climes—the seat of innocence,

Where nature guides, and virtue rules ;

‘Where man shall not impose, for truth and sence,
The pedantry of courts and schools.

There shall be sung another golden age,
The rise of empire and of arts,

The good and great inspiring epic rage
The wisest heads and noblest hearts.

Not such as Europe breeds in her deecay,
Such as she bred when fresh and young,
When heavenly flame did animate her clay,
By future poets shall be sung.

Westward, the course of empire takes its way,
The four first acts already past;

A fifth shall close the drama with the day,
Time’s noblest offspring is the last.

To this testimony of Berkeley’s muse, we shall here add dean
Swift’s very remarkable letter to lord Carteret, 1724 :—

« There is a gentleman of this kingdom gone for England,—it is
Dr George Berkeley, dean of Derry; the best preferment among us,
being worth £1,100 a-year. He takesthe Bath in his way to London, and
will, of course, attend your excelleney, and be presented, I suppose,
by his friend, lord Burlington; and because I believe you will choose
out some very idle minutes to read this letter, perhaps you may not be
ill entertained with some account of the man, and his errand. He
was a fellow of the university here, and, going to England very young,
about thirteen years ago, he became the founder of a sect there called
the immaterialists, by the force of a very curious book upon the sub-
ject. Dr Smaleridge, and many other eminent persons, were his
proselytes. I sent him secretary and chaplain to Sicily with my lord
Peterborough; and, upon his lordship’s return, Dr Berkeley spent
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above seven years in travelling over most parts of Europe, but chiefly
through every corner of Italy, Sicily, and other islands. When he
came back to England, he found so many friends that he was effec-
tually recommended to the duke of Grafton, by whom he was lately
made dean of Derry. Your excellency will be frighted when I tell
you all this is but an introduction, for I am now to mention his
errand. He is an absolute philosopher with regard to money, titles,
and power; and, for three years past, has been struck with a notion of
founding a university at Bermudas, by a charter from the crown. He
has seduced several of the hopefullest young clergymen, and others
here, many of them well provided for, and all of them in the fairest
way of preferment; but, in England, his conquests are greater, and, I
doubt, will spread very far this winter. He showed me a little tract
which he designs to publish, and there your excellency will see his
whole scheme of a life academico-philosophical,—I shall make you
remember what you were,—of a college founded for Indian scholars
and missionaries, where he most exorbitantly proposes a whole £100
a-year for himself, £40 for a fellow, and £10 for a student. His
heart will break if his deanery be not taken from him, and left to
your excellency’s disposal. I discouraged him by the coldness of
courts and ministers, who will interpret all this as impossible, and a
vision; but nothing will do. And, therefore, I do humbly entreat
your excellency either to use such persuasions as will keep one of the
first men in this kingdom, for learning and virtue, quiet at home, or
assist him by your credit to compass this romantic design; which,
however, is very noble and generous, and directly proper for a great
person of your excellent education to encourage.”

It would not, indeed, in the records of eminent men, be easy to find
& parallel instance, in which a genuine and devoted regard to the higher
and truer interests of mankind appears unadulterated with any of those
baser elements which it is seldom difficult to detect in all human con-
duct. The love of money, ¢ the root of all evil,” did not, even in its
least degree, adulterate the fervent charity that offered to relinquish
£1,100 a-year for a salary of £100. Ambition seeks to sun itself
in the smile of public life, and the sunshine of courts; but these
allurements were as remote from the savage nature of the Summer
Isles, as from a conventual cell. In adopting such a speculation,
Berkeley resigned the pomps and vanities of earth, and elected a noble
course of self-devotion to the good of mankind and the service of
God, at the moment that fame, wealth, and preferment, were unfolding
the most splendid prospects. The dean of Derry, with the universal
favour and growing reputation of Berkeley, might well expect the
utmost elevation of which his calling admitted. Nor to those who have
rightly estimated the intellectual aspirations of a mind so speculative,
will it be much to affirm, that the exchange of philosophical leisure
for ardent practical labour in the cause of human welfare, indicates
the vigour of the sentiments by which it was dictated. If these con-
siderations be duly entertained, there is a singular interest in the
contemplation of the long continued and strenuous exertions which
Berkeley made for this strange plan of self-resignation. It is also not
without interest to notice the effect of such a character in communi-
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cating its warmth—three junior fellows in Trinity college entered
with zeal into the scheme, and consented to exchange their hard-won
prospects of independence for £40 a-year, and settlements in the Sum-
mer [sles.

To raise funds for his project, Berkeley sent a proposal to the king,
George 1., stating the value of certain lands in the island of St
Christopher’s, which were then about to be sold by government, and
proposed that the proceeds of the sale might be applied to the founda-
tion and building of his college. This was conveyed to the king by
the Abbé Gualtiere, an eminent Venetian, with whom Berkeley had
formed aun intimacy during his travels. The king laid his commands
on Walpole to introduce and conduct the proposal through the com-
mons, and granted a charter for its institution, by the name of St
Paul’s college. The fate of this proceeding may be partly followed
out by extracts from those letters in which it was mentioned by
Berkeley. The college was to consist of a president and nine fellows,
at £100, and £40, per annum, respectively, and to educate the Indians
at the rate of £10 per scholar. The first president and fellows were
to retain their preferments in England, or Ireland, for a year and a
half from the date of their arrival in Bermuda. The matter was
accordingly moved in the house of commons; and, on the 11th May,
1726, a vote was carried, “ That an humble address be presented to
his majesty, that out of the-lands in St Christopher’s, yielded by
France to Great Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, his majesty would
be graciously pleased to make such grant for the use of the presi-
dent and fellows of the college of St Paul’s in Bermuda, as his majesty
shall think proper.” The king answered favourably, and £20,000
were promised by Walpole, in advance, on the security of the expected
grant.

While matters were in this state, Berkeley married Miss Anne
Forster, eldest daughter to the speaker of the Irish house of commons.
This marriage occurred, 1st August, 1728, and, on the following
month, he sailed with his wife for Rhode Island. He was also accom-
panied by a Mr Smilert, an artist; two gentlemen of fortune, Messrs
James and Dalton; and a young lady of the name of Hancock. He
had also raised a considerable sum of money from means or property
of his own, and brought out a considerable library. It was his design
to purchase what lands he could, on the nearest part of the continent,
for the endowment of the new university; and these were to be paid
for from the grant which he was assured should be forthcoming, so
soon as the lands were selected, and the agreement completed for
them. He took up his residence at Newport in Rhode Island, where
Le continued two years; during which time he occupied himself in
preaching for the clergyman there.

From the correspondence of Berkeley with Prior, it first appears with
what cost and exertion the charter had been obtained. By the time
it had passed all the offices, it had cost him £130 in fees, “besides
expedition-money to men in office” He was, at the same time,
encumbered with some obstacles and delays about Miss Vanhomrigh’s
bequest, which appear to have been managed for him by Prior, and.
after urging him to increased exertion, he adds—*“1I thank God «
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find in matters of a more difficult nature, good effects of activity and
resolution,—I mean Bermuda, with which my hands are full, and
which seems likely to thrive and flourish in spite of all opposition.” On
May 12th, 1726, he alludes to the debate in the house of commons, in
which none spoke against his motion but two mercantile men; and,
among other incidents of the question, he mentions, that the fear enter-
tained by the mercantile interest was, lest America might become
independent by the advance of civilization.

We have already noticed the discrepancy which has often been
found to exist between the motives of public bodies, and those by
which individuals are governed,—a phenomenon of frequent occur-
rence, which it is not necessary to explain by the assumption of any
degree of private corruption or baseness; though such, in numerous
cases, will afford the most adequate explanations, But the too
prevalent disposition to impute low motives must be, in some mea-
sure, checked by a consideration of some prevalence; though by no
means so easily comprehended. Prudence, discretion, and the sensec
of personal responsibility, are the prevalent influences which favour
‘the private counsels of the individuals; while the man, who is but one
of the aggregate, and divested of these in proportion to the nuimnber with
whom the weight of division is to be shared, is more accessible in
nearly the same proportion to those more liberal, generous, or disin-
terested views, which eloquence, or the imposition of circumstances
may call forth, and which all are disposed to indulge in at no cost.
Hence splendid schemes of good will excite a public enthusiasm
sufficient to deceive a single-minded being, who, like Berkeley,
is ever ready to see the conduct and professions of mankind through
the light of his own spirit. He thought all difficulties over in a single
stage of his proceedings, when no person could have said or done other-
wise than to approve of a measure, the advantages of which could not
be denied, on any public ground, without first advaneing reasons which
would be both unpopular and untrue. But, on the part of practical
politicians, (too generally men of a very inferior range of knowledge
and views,) no large or decided plan for the promotion of human wel-
fare, unconnected with some immediate interest, was likely to be
sincerely entertained. To men like Walpole the Summer Island scheme
was a chimera of speculation, and its author an amiable visionary:
£20,000 was a serious outlay on a dream of Utopia; and, to an expe-
rienced observer of the world, its frustration might have been predicted.
To Berkeley’s simplicity, the address of the house was a decisive nei-
dent: the opposition of the council, which was silenced, and apparently
set at rest by it, went for nothing. Everything seemed for a while to
prosper; meetings and conferences were held to adjust the manner of
the grant, and the legal difficulties were easily obviated. It was
arranged to settle it by a rent-charge payable on the whole lands,
redeemable on the crown paying £20,000 for the use of the president
and fellows of the college of St Paul, and their successors. As the
time drew nigh, Berkeley expressed great anxiety to pass three months
in perfect seclusion, in some lodging near Dublin, and the reasons are
not explained; but it may possibly have been to avoid the press and
interruptions of society, while he transacted the necessary prelimi-
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naries with his associates. His position was at least peculiar enough
to make such interruptions peculiarly troublesome and jarring. The
death of George I., for a moment, threw a passing cloud over his san-
guine impatience,—the broad seal had not been annexed to the grant,—
a new warrant had to be made out,—and several tedious delays had
to be encountered. These delays were overcome, and, in February,
he writes to Prior, “I need not repeat to you what I told you here, of
the necessity there is for my raising all the money possible against
my voyage, which, God willing, I shall begin in May, whatever you
may hear suggested to the contrary.” At last, in September, he
writes, “To-morrow, with God’s blessing, I set sail for Rhode Island
with my wife and a friend of her’s, my lady Hancock’s daughter, who
bears us company. I am married since I saw you to Miss Forster,
daughter of the late chief-justice, whose humour and turn of mind
pleases me beyond anything I knew in her whole sex.” He then
mentions that he shall want £300 before the income of his deanery
was to become due. His next communication is a letter from New-
port, in Rhode Island, in the April of the year 1729. He, at some
length, describes the place, and mentions that the inhabitants consisted
of a great variety of sects, each of which allowed the church of Eng-
land to be the “second best.” He expressed strong anxiety about the
punctuality of his remittances, but does not yet appear to entertain any
misgivings about the good faith of the government. His friends had
gone to live at Boston, while he and his own immediate family, pre-
ferring domestic quiet to the bustle and noise of eities, lived on a small
estate which he had purchased. “ Among my delays and disappoint-
ments,” he says, on March, 1730, I have two domestic comforts that
are very agreeable—my wife and son—both which exceed my expec-
tations, and answer all my wishes.” On May 7, 1730, he writes, <1
must tell you that I have no intention of continuing in these parts, but to
settle the college his majesty hath been pleased to found in Bermuda,
and I want only the payment of the king’s grant to transport myself
and family thither” He adds, that his friend Dr Clayton was at
the time engaged by his desire to negotiate, and that he had written
directions to him to go to the treasury, with the letters patent in his
hands, and there make the demand in form.” He goes on, “I have
wrote to others to use their interest at court; though, indeed, one
would have thought all solicitation at an end, when once I had obtained
a grant under his majesty’s hand, and the broad seal of England. As
to my going to London, and soliciting in person, I think it reasonable
first to see what my friends can do; and the rather because I have
small hopes that my solicitations will be regarded more than theirs.
Be assured I long to know the upshot of this matter; and that, upon
an explicit refusal, I am determined to return home, and that it is not
at all in my thoughts to continue abroad and hold my deanery. It is
well known to many persons in England that I might have had a dis-
pensation for holding it in loag ahsence during life, and that I was
much pressed to it; but I resolutely declined it: and if our college
had taken place as soon as I once hoped it would, I should have
resigned before this time.”” After some further remarks of the same
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general purport, he goes on to mention, “I have been at great expense
in purchasing land and stock here, which might supply the defects of
Bermuda in yielding those provisions to our college, the want of which
was made a principal objection against its situation in that island.”
Among other things, it appears that letters took, in general, at the
least, half-a-year, and oftener twice that time, in reaching him
from Ireland. Talking of himself and his wife, who had at the time
sustained a miscarriage, he says, ¢ Qur little son is great joy to us:
we are such fools as to think him the most perfect thing in its kind
that we ever saw.”

It is mentioned by Dr Clarke that the settlement of affairs respect-
ing the will of Miss Vanhomrigh with his joint executor, Mr Marshal,
and with a Mr Vanhomrigh, involved Berkeley at this time in great
trouble. From the extracts which Dr Clarke has given from his let-
ters to Prior on the subject, it appears that, while all sorts of delay
were caused by the refractory temper of Mr Vanhomrigh, the whole
creditors of the testatrix were importunately pushing their claims.
One of these extracts will serve our purpose here. ¢ November 12,
1726.—I have sent to you so often for certain eclaircissemens, which
are absolutely necessary to settle matters with the creditors, who
importune me to death, you have no notion of the misery I have
undergone, and do daily undergo on that account. For God’s sake,
pray disentangle these matters, that I may once be at ease to mind my
other affairs of the college, which are enough to employ ten persons.”
He mentions in the same letter, “ I have spent here a matter of £600
more than you know of, for which I have not yet drawn over.”

Berkeley, in this interval, had exerted himself with all the vigour
of his mind and body to bring the projected plan to a completion. At
last all the arrangements were effected, and nothing remained but to
give effect to the agreements he had entered into, by the necessary
payments. But in this lay an obstacle not to be surmounted by
industry, talent, and enthusiasm. Walpole had, from the first, been
unfavourably inclined to the project; and it was probably by the
exertion of his influence that the money which had been allotted for
the grant was turned to some other use. The lands sold in St Chris-
topher’s brought £90,000; of this £80,000 went to pay the portion of
the princess royal; the rest was obtained by general Oglethorpe for
his new colony in America. Bishop Gibson, on Berkeley’s part,
applied to Sir Robert Walpole, and at last received the following
answer :— If you put this question to me as a minister, I trust, and
can assure you, that the money shall most undoubtedly be paid as soon
as suits with public convenience; but if you ask me as a friend
whether dean Berkeley should continue in America, expecting the
payment of £20,000, I advise him, by all means, to return home to
Europe, and to give up his present expectations.” This plain speaking
had the effect of exposing to Berkeley the entire futility of the depend-
ence on which he had thrown away so much good money and irretriev-
able time; and, after seven years of vain labour and expectation, he pre-
pared for his return. He distributed his books among the clergy of
Rhode Island, and was soon on his way to London. When he arrived
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there, his first act was the repayment of the various subscriptions he
had received for the advancement of his plan. It was in the interval
immediately succeeding his return that he composed the most useful of
his writings—the Minute Philosopher; in which he adopted the ancient
method of the Socratic and Platonic dialogue, of which he gives the
happiest example known in modern literature; and follows all the
windings of scepticism through the different fields of fallacy, in which
it has taken refuge at different times, according to the state of
human opinion and knowledge; or, as Clarke writes, pursuing the
“freethinker through the various characters of atheist, libertine,
enthusiast, scorner, critic, metaphysician, fatalist, and sceptic; and
very happily employs against him several new weapons drawn from
the storehouse of his owhn ingenious system of philosophy.” We cannot,
indeed, agree with Dr Clarke in attaching any value to arguments
drawn from a system of philosophy so bascless as that of Berkeley;
but on this we must reserve our comment.

We have already had occasion to give some account of the court
of the princess of Wales, and of her Jove for the society of the learned.
Berkeley had the good fortune to hold a place in her esteem; and it is
mentioned that Clarke and he were the principal persons in the dis-
cussions which frequently arose on those days which were devoted by
her highness to these learned colloquies. Berkeley had indeed good
need for all his ability to support his character for discretion and
common sense, against some unfavourable impressions occasioned by
his Bermuda scheme. The world is so deeply in earnest about its own
peculiar pursuits, and so careless about those beyond them, that, while
it theoretically assents to the importanee of the latter, it yet eommits
the singular fallacy of treating them as fiction; and, so far is this
practical inconsistency carried, that the few who are in full earnest in
spiritual concerns, and who act on the principle of their reality, will,
to some extent, be looked on as visionary, by the dull-headed and
carnal-hearted crowd that verbally and formally admits what it practi-
cally rejects. Berkeley, whose simplicity and singleness of mind only
followed out the principles of a christian divine, in a plan for the good
of mankind, obtained the character of a visionary among the formal,
sensual, and worldly-minded. And it is curious to observe that his
really visionary speculations had no share in this; for the true province
of human reason was yet too little understood. Such eontemporaries
as Clarke, and such successors as David Humie, amply indicate the
error of the age, and show that philosophy was yet in its cradle
Though he was singularly disposed by nature for visionary speculation,
Berkeley, in this respect, only took the bent of the time; his admirable
ingenuity was the gift of nature, and his own. In the discussions to
which we have adverted, it is mentioned that bishop Hoadly mostly
took part with Clarke, while Sherlocke took Berkeley’s side: when
the ¢ Minute Philosopher” was printed, he took it to the queen, and
suggested that such a work could not be the production of one who
possessed an unsound mind.

With the queen he soon became a favourite, and his preferment
was a determined point. Neither was he long kept in suspense; though

<
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a disappointment was the first result, it was only the means of secur-
ing his further elevation. The deanery of Down fell vacant, and he
was named to succeed to it; but the duke of Dorset is said to have
taken offence at such a step having been taken without his concur-
rence, and it was thought proper not to press the nomination. The
queen, however, at once declared that if they would not suffer Dr
Berkeley to be dean (this, however, he already was) in Ireland, he
should be a bishop. She kept her promise. In 1736 Cloyne fell
vacant, and he was, by letters patent, dated March 17th, in that year,
preferred to that see; and in the May following he was consecrated
in Dublin, at St Paul’s church, by the archbishop of Cashell, with the
bishops of Raphoe and Killaloe.

This account, which is that of the biographer from whom our
main materials are drawn, is yet, in some slight particulars at variance
with the account contained in the bishop’s letters written upon the
same occasion, though it is to be admitted that the difference may be
but apparent, and consequent upon the different aspect in which the
facts appeared at different times. By the bishop’s account the recom-
mendation came from the duke of Dorset, who was probably, never-
theless, but a consenting party to the wishes of the queen. The
following is an extract from the letter written by Berkeley upon the
occasion :—* January 22, 1734.—On the 5th instant the duke sent
over his plan, wherein I was recommended to the bishoprick of
Cloyne: on the 14th I received a letter from the secretary’s office.
signifying his majesty having immediately compiied therewith, aud
containing the duke of Newcastle’s very obliging compliment there-
upon. In all this 1 was nothing surprised, his grace the lieutenant
having declared, on this side the water, that he intended to serve me
the first opportunity; though, at the same time, he desired me to say
nothing of it. As to the A. B.D., (archbishop of Dublin, Dr Hoadly,)
I readily believe he gave no opposition. He knew it would be to no
purpose, and the queen herself had expressly enjoined him not to
oppose me,” &ec. After which, he says, ¢ Notwithstanding all of
which I'had a strong penchant to be dean of Dromore, and not to take
the charge of a bishoprick upon me. Those who formerly opposed
my being dean of Down have thereby made me a bishop; which rank,
however desirable it may seem, I had before absolutely determined to
keep out of”

Cloyne was let for £1,200 per annum at the time, and had a
demesne of 800 acres to the see house. With this accession of wealth
and dignity came, as if by virtue of a title, the gout, which paid its
first visit i the beginning of February, about ten days after his
appointment, and the bishop received the ordinary congratulations on
both incidents together. ¢ With my feet lapped up in flannels, and
raised on a cushion, I received the visits of my friends, who congratu-
lated me on this occasion as much as on my preferment.”

The charges of his see were so considerable as much to diminish
the immediate benefit of his promotion; and, upon the whole, he cal-
culated that, after satisfying demands of every kind, his income
would be less than £1,000 per annum.
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We may pass the slight circumstances attendant on his removal to
Cloyne. He received many recommendations from friends or persons
in power, of those upon whom they wished that his patronage should be
bestowed. To these he resolved to pay no attention, but to confine
Lis services of that description to ¢ingenuity, learmng, and good
qualities.”

His time, and that of his household, appears to have been divided
and disposed to produce the greatest amount both of profit and plea-
<ant recreation. He rose at a very early hour, and summoned his
family to a lesson on the bass viol, from an Italian, whom he retaired
for the purpose. The still more suitable devotion of the morning, in
the house of a christian prelate, cannot have been neglected, though
not considered unusual enough to be recorded by his biographer.
From that his day was spent in study. Of his ordinary avocations at
Cloyne, a few incidental notices occur, from time to time, in his cor-
respondence, which is, however, mostly engrossed by matters which
were then of more importance, though now of far less. We easily
ascertain that he gave time, thought, and money, for'the health and
comfort of the poor in his diocese, and tock a leading part in every
plan of utility. There were vast numbers of the peasantry carried oft
by a fatal epidemic, in 1741, and the bishop was active in his endeav-
ours to mitigate the evil. He was no less attentive to the public
interests in every question which attracted attention by its weight;
«nd the fruits are yet to be found in several compositions to be found
among his works.

He had no desire to advance his circumstances by change. In 1747,
when the primacy became vacant, and several of the bishops were
earnestly advancing their claims, he was strongly urged to make ap-
plication for himelf; but this he resolutely refused. We extract a few
_ines from one of his letters:—¢ I am no man’s rival or competitor in
this matter. I am not in love with feasts, and crowds, and visits, and
late hours, and strange faces, and a hurry of affairs often insignificant.
For my own private satisfaction, I had rather be master of my time
than wear a diadem.”  Another letter to the same correspondent, says,
“As to what you say, that the primacy would have been a glorious thing
—for my part, I do not see, all things considered, the glory of wearing
the name of a primate in these days, or of getting so much money—a
thing every tradesman in London may get, if he pleases—I should not
choose to be primate, in pity to my children.” ~About the same time
an article was inserted in the public papers, which, being aiso found
among the bishop’s papers, and seeming to relate incidents of his his-
tory, has been attributed to him. It was written upon the recent
shocks of an earthquake, felt in London, and is remarkable for the
narration of several eurious particulars, communicated to the writer in
Catania, by count Fezzani, who was witness, and a sufferer in the
frightful earthquake which destroyed that place, and more than three-
fourths of its population, in 1692. Of these one may be here men-
tioned. « The count was dug out of the ruins of his own house, which
had overwhelmed about twenty persons,—only seven whereof got out
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alive. Though he rebuilt his house with all its former accommodations,
vet he ever after lay in a small adjoining apartnfent, made of reeds
plastered over. Catania was rebuilt more regular and beautiful than
ever: the houses, indeed, are lower, and the streets broader than
before, for security against future shocks. By their account, the first
shock seldom or never doth the mischief; but the repliche, as they
term them, are to be dreaded.”

In July, 1746, we ascertain that Berkeley’s picture was painted by
his wife, and sent as a present to Prior. The bishop thus mentions it:
“Tt is an offering of the first-fruits of her painting. She began to
draw in last November, and did not stick to 1t closely, but by way of
amusement, only at leisure hours. For my part, I think she shows a
most uncommon genius; but others may be supposed to judge more
impartially than I. My two younger children are beginning to employ
themselves in the same way. In short, here are two or three families in
Imokilly bent on painting; and I wish it was more general among the
ladies and idle people, as a thing that may divert the spleen, improve
the manufactures, and increase the wealth of the nation. We will
endeavour to profit by our lord-lieutenant’s advice, and kindle up new
arts with a spark of his public spirit.” The picture here mentioned,
after Mr Prior’s death, in 1751, went into the possession of the Rev.
Mr Archdal, of Dublin, and is now, we believe, the same which hangs
in the hall of the university of Dublin. From these, and some further
notices among these letters, it is evident that, in addition to what
active and useful benevolence maintained in the external economy and
occupations of the bishop and his household, their hours of domestic
leisure were filled by pursuits of improvement, and ruled by cultivated
taste. We also trace in such notices the first impulses of the school of
British art, at the same timne, or soon after, begiuning to arise, when,
in the following reigu, our countryman Barry, with West and iteynolds,
Wilson and Gainshorough, led the van, and dispelled the reproach of
English genius. Similar interest appears also to have been taken in the
cultivation of music. Considerable efforts were made to procure the
best instruments, among which the bass viol seems to have occupied a
principal share of the bishop’s care. A musical teacher was taken into
the family, to instruct all the children; so that, as the bishop wrote,
they were ¢ preparing to fill my house with harmony at all events,”—
Mrs Berkeley adding to her other accomplishments that of song, and,
in her husband’s opinion, ¢ inferior to no singer in the kingdom.”
In a letter of invitation to Mr Gervais, he says, “ Courtiers you will
here find none, and but sucl virtuosi as the country affords—1I mean
in the way of music, for that is at present the reigning passion at
Cloyne, To be plain, we are musically mad.”

In those portions of the bishop’s correspondence which we have
seen, there is transfused the happiest vein of all the best affections of
human nature, combined with an easy and graceful wit, and a polished
refinement of thought and style, hardly to be found united in the same
degree, in any other letters we can recollect. Altogether, they help
us to conceive the quiet flow of a well-employed, peaceful, and refined
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state of life; and the charm of the serene vale of Cloyne, with which
the philosophice bishop was so enamoured, that, in 1745, he refused the
offer from lord Chesterfield, of an exchange for Clogher, whielt would
have doubled his income,

From time to time he continued to write and publish pamphlets on
various topics of public concern, which had very cousiderable effect.
His Queries were printed in 1735; a Discourse addressed to Magis-
trates, in 1736; Maxims concerning Patriotism, in 1750; all, now col~
lected in his works, remain memorials of his wisdom and zeal for the
public good.

In 1744, was published his celebrated treatise on the Virtues of Tar-
water, under the title of Siris. It is remarkable for the proof it con-
tains of vast and various knowledge, and of a curious and imaginative
intellect. Commencing with tar-water, he ascends, by a connected
series of reflectious, to the utmost reach of thought.

In 1752, he put into execution a design which had for many years
occupied his mind. As his health began to give way to a sedentary
habit, unsuited to his robust frame of body, and his enjoyments began
more to depend on the communion of learned society; and when, per-
haps, he began to feel a sense of diminished capability for the import-
ant duties of his station, a wish began to grow for the retirement of
a university. To such a mode of existence he always had a strong
mclination, The entry of his son in Oxford university. seems to have
given the determining impulse to his resolution. He had, indeed,
fallen into a very distressing state of health; a colic which “rendered
life a burthen to him” for a time, had given way to sciatica; and when
he landed in England he was compelled to travel in a horse-litter to
Oxford.

As he was deeply sensible of the obligations of a bishop to his dio-
cese, he endeavoured to obtain an exchange for some canonry at Ox-
ford. When that failed, he wrote to the secretary of state for leave
to resign his bishopric. The king was astonished at so unusual
a petition; he declared that Berkeley should die a bishop in spite
of himself, but gave permission that he might reside wherever he
pleased.

The last act of Berkeley on leaving Cloyne was, to sign a lease of
the demesne lands of the see, in the neighbourhood of his dwelling,
for £200 per annum, of which he directed the distribution among
the poor housekeepers of Cloyne, Youghal, and Aghadoe, till his
return.

His residence in Oxford was not long. On Sunday evening, Jan.
14, 1753, as he was sitting among his family, and engaged in listen-
ing to a sermon of Sherlock’s, which Mrs Berkelev was reading to
him, he expired so quietly that the fact was not perceived till some
time after, when his daughter approached to hand him a cup of tea,
and perceived that he was insensible.  On further examination, he was
found to be cold and stiff. The disease is stated by his biographer to
Lave been a palsy of the heart.

He was interred in Christ Church, Oxford, and a marble monument
erected by Mrs Berkeley, for which an inscription was written by Dr
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Markham, the head master of Winchester, and afterwards archbishop
of York. It isas follows:—

Gravissimo preesuli
Georgio, Episcopo Clonensi :
Viro,

Seu ingenii et eruditionis laudem,

Seu probitatis & beneficentice spectemus
In primos omnium setatum numerando.
Si Christianus fueris,

Si amans patriwe,

Utroque nomine gloriari potes
Berkleinm vixisse.

Obiit annum agens Septuagesimum tertium :
Natus anno Christi M.DC.LXXIX.
Anna Conjux
L. H. P.

There is, it is observable, an error of ten years in the statement of
his age. Having been born in March, 1634, he died in January,
1753, which gives nearly 69 years of age at his death.

The moral character of Berkeley, if not sufficiently indicated in the
foregoing memoir, is universally known to all who take any interest
in literary history.

He is described as “a handsome man, with a countenance full of
meaning and benignity; remarkable for great strength of hmbs, and,
till his sedentaly life impaired it, of a very robust constitution.”

It remains to offer some account of his principal writings, which
must always fix his place high among that class who have taken
to themselves the title of philosophers.

The estimate of Berkeley, as a metaphysical writer, is attended
with those difficulties which must needs belong to questions which
have no real data, and on which human opinion and subtlety can be
exercised without limit. To see his intellectual character rightly, and
to form some estimate of the tendencies so strongly and curiously dis-
played in his most eminent compositions, it may be useful to keep in
view the peculiarities already pointed out in this memoir; his disposi-
tion to reject the conventions and received notions of society, and to
turn, with fearless, but not always prudent or fortunate independence,
to seek new methods and inferences for himself. This tendency,
common, we are inclined to suspect, to a large class of reasoners, is
pre-eminently characteristic of Berkeley. With the keenest percep-
tion of logical fallacy, he was, in some measure, the slave, rather than
the master, of a boundless ingenuity in the invention of reasons: all
that could be said for or against any opinion which it was his will, or
which he considered it fit and right to maintain, and contest, seems to
have been before him. But, far less sagacious in selecting than in
maintaining, it depended on the previous truth or fallacy of his pro-
position whether his reasoning was to be just or the contrary. To the
result, his understanding appears comparatively indifferent; in the
selection of data, not scrupulous; but, in the chain of intermediate
reasoning, he is perhaps unmatched. The subtiety, the invention, and
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intellectual daring, which rendered him a formidable opponent to all
other sophists, were always ready to betray himself into error. Upon
the whole, he affords a remarkable instance of the danger of maintaining
truth by those weapons which have usually been employed in the pro-
pagation of error—a range of subtlety and specious invention which
are not fit to be employed upon realities that, so far as human appre-
hension can go, are too gross and palpable for such nice and insub-
stantial instruments.

Of these remarks, Berkeley’s philosophical writings offer the very
aptest examples. We shall begin with some notice of his celebrated
immaterial theory; but for this, (according to our view of the ques-
tion,) a brief digression is required.

The origin of the entire class of reasoners among which Berkeley
is to be numbered, may, perhaps, be referred to the conception of a
pure intellectual science, by which mind and its laws might be reduced
to a system reasoned out from assumed definitions, as in geometry.
This at least will, for the present, serve our purpose, as it is involved,
as a primary assumption, in the whole theories of Berkeley, Hume, &c.;
and 1s a very main consideration often essential to the tracing of their
errors and fallacies.

Mr Locke, who, in point of fact, is the great antagonist of all meta-
physical assumptions, and who, in his attempts to reason from observa-
tion alone, fell into some errors of method, which were in a measure
incidental to such a (then) daring innovation; justly estimating the im-
portance of unambiguous language as an instrument of communication,
failed to notice and guard against the error which was then, and
is still, liable to result from the use of definitions, in an inquiry upon a
subject so little known as that upon which he was engaged. To define
the fundamental assumption on which a theoryis to be constructed,
as in pure geometry, is an essential law of right reason; but in the
a posterior: road to the analysis of existing facts, it is a most prepos-
terous inversion of the only available process: this must begin by
the observation of actual phenomena, which are the only admissible
principles. In metaphysical science, the definition must be the end
not the beginning; and it is to be observed, by the way, that all the
vague and inconclusive writing of this entire class of writers since
Locke, has arisen from their anxiety upon the subject of a precise
nomenclature. To the distinct notice of such an error, there was in
fact nothing to lead Mr Locke—he did not himself fall into it, but he
did not gnard against it, and his followers were misled by an imagined
precedent. It had, till his time, been the universal custom to define
for the purpose of theory—he defined, but it was only for clearness;
and the consequence has unhappily been confusion. But, in Mr
Locke’s reasonings no error was thus incurred; because, in fact, he
did not make any use of the definition thus laid down, but proceeded
to exereise his sagacity upon phenomena alone.

e was soon followed by a succession of genuine metaphysicians, who,
for the most part, misunderstood his language so far as it had direct
meaning, and adopted his error as a foundation for their researches.
His definition of a simple idea, false in terms, was not so in the
intent of Mr Locke. While he availed himself of it no further than
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it was true, they seized upon it in its verbal sense, in which it was a
most extravagant assumption, and followed it out with a ﬁdelity irre-
spective of facts, which, as it were, stared them in the face.

Mr Locke has, we should observe, been subsequently mistaken by
both erities and students, who were {ar from falling into the errors of
Berkeley and Hume. Of these all have agreed that his definition is
erroneous; but many have committed the oversight of insisting that
he meant the error it contains, because the same error frequently
appears involved in his languages; while some, very justly, if they
went but a little further—have observed that this language is fre-
quently inconsistent.

But such was the result of having an unguarded definition, and a
loose language, while not a single stage of his reasoning ever depended
on either, but upon a very close observation of the intellectual pheno-
mena. It was only that he might be understood that he defined; but,
not designing any system constructed out of his use of words, he ne-
glected to perceive to what consequences his definitions exposed him.
And to those who are under the impression that he meant more than
is here assigned, we must suggest that, although he obviously endeav-
ours to use the same words in the same sense, yet he never, in any
one instance, attempts to theorize upon this definition. From this de-
finition, indeed, the consequences are so plain, that it must have led him
very much into Berkeley’s view. IHow then is it—it may be asked—
that Locke has fallen into an error seemingly so gross? We think it
obviously thus: the elementary phenomena of the mind are, so far as we
know them, more simple than any thing or fact by which they can be
explained—they can be referred to no genus, and cannot be defined.
The attempt involves some assumption for which there can be no
warrant, and thercfore involves some theory which is unlikely to
be true, and 1mpossible to prove.

But Locke actually did not intend a logical definition—he fell into
such, inadvertently, in the attempt to give a@ meaning. This was the
process of his mind.  As this book is to be about ideas, I must begin
by telling what I mean by an idea; for, though it is a word which
every person of common sense understands very well, yet the philo-
sophers, whose extreme penetration is too great to understand any-
thing, may, as they have done, object or assign soiae scholastic sense,
conformable with old theories. By an idea, | mean no more than the
thought which passes through the mind when thinking, whatever it may
be; that is to say, the object of the mind in thinking. This unhappy
periphrasis for the word thought was liable to an obvious construc-
tion, by simply turning an idiom of speech into scientific precision.
Had Locke said, “the act of the mind when thinking, or the state, or
process,” this error would have been escaped, though other fallacies
might have been devised by human ingenuity. But it was easy to see
that this object of the mind must be something distinet from the mind
itself, and it was easy to prove it to be distinet from any external
thing.

But let us now turn to the consequences deduced by Berkeley from
this fruitful error.

If a simyile idea is the object perceived by the mind, and if it can
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be shown that it has no ascertainable relation to the external thing of
which it is the supposed representative, it becomes plain that there is
no certain evidence of the real existence of the thing of which such
uncertain representations are thus presented to the mind. In this point
the entire of Berkeley’s argument will be found. Among the various
fallacies which are comprised in it, besides that which we have
noticed at length, there are others also worth observation. Were we
to grant the unwarrantable definition, the argument, at most, but gocs
to prove what should in common sense have been seen at the outset,
that the actual existence of external things cannot be demonstrated
from the mere fact of our perceptions. Of this Berkeley had a full
sense; and, consequently, his conclusion is afterwards stated by himself
to be, not that the external world does not exist, but that we have no
direct perception of its existence, and that this existence is in the
mind of God, in which we perceive it,—that is to say, that those
ideas which are the actual objects of the mind in thiuking, are ideas
in the mind of God.

Now, it is curious with what narrow precision Berkeley has, in the
course of this argument, excluded on every side every portion of fact
which did not suit his reasoning. For, granting the idea to be a dis-
tinet object, still, those very variations of appearance, and that waut
of unchanging coincidence between the idea and the thing, from which
he disproves the evidence which the senses are supposed to give of
such things, are so far from correctly leading to such a conclusion,
that they are absolutely the very best proof that can be found of the
reality of external phenomenfi. They are the demonstrabie and caleu-
lable results of the properties of external phenomena—distance, motion,
magnitude, &e.; insomuch, that a much better argument can be con-
structed from the same considerations fir, than against, the direct
evidence of our perceptions. We do not mean to affirm that this
would amount to a demonstration; but it would certainly destroy
the force of any opposite inference from the same premises. And,
what 1s equally curious, were those variations and differences want-
ing, the fact would lead with far more conclusiveness to Derkeley's
theory. Could we perceive no differences of degree in operations and
processes, 1t is evident that we could not perceive them at all: it would
imply a contradiction in terms. If we could see a house at the dis-
tance of a mile, and at twenty yards, so as to give precisely the same
image, we should have demonstration against the evidence of sight.

As for our perception of ideas in the mind of the Supreme Being,
it seewms to contain a strange oversight. It is indeed evident to what
an extent Berkeley, and all the reasoners of his class, have reasoned
exelusively on certain words and definitions, so as entirely to shnt out
all the ordinary conditions inseparably connected with all knowledge.
If this proposition were simply to be confined to a certain limited class
of ideas, which are those evidently contemplated by Berkeley, it would
be difficult to deal with his assertion. But what is true ot a simple
idea, is universally true of every idea on the very same ground; and,
consequently, the whole farrago of human folly, sin, error, and con-
tradiction, must be the substance of the divine thoughts—even the
doubts of his existence must be among the heterogeneous mass.
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When he affirms or attempts to prove that things can have no real
existence distinct from their being perceived, it is quite plain that his
asserting that he does mnot deny their real existence, amounts to
nothing; for such is not the meaning of real existence. The argu-
ments by which he reduces things to ideas absolutely destroy their
real existence, in any sense but that of, a fleeting succession of contra-
dictory thoughts.

To pursue this question farther is beyond our limits, and the design
of this work. DBerkeley was accused of overlooking the statements of
the Scripture with respect to the creation—the consideration which
stopped Malebranche. But, indeed, it is easy to see how Berkeley
could dispose of such an objection. It would be no long step to trans-
fer Scripture to the mind from which it came; yet the answer, too, is
ready—Seripture is not merely a train of ideas, but of affirmations and
negations about an external state of things, and these must be true or
false.

We must now pass to another Essay of less importance, did 1t not
curiously illustrate all the same dispositions of the mind,—the zeal
that would maintain truth by any power of sophistry, or even at the
sacrifice of reason itself. As arguments drawn from the properties of
matter had been used in support of atheism, he thought it a sufficient
reason for the denial of the existence of matter; so, as an eminent
mathematician had thought it reasonable to assail Christianity on the
ground of its mysteries, Berkeley made an attack on an important’
branch of mathematics on the same ground.

There 1s, indeed, in the very conception, a singular oversight in
Berkeley’s Analyst. To answer the alleged intention of his argument,
it should run thus,—You affirm that Christianity is untrue, because it
consists of certain mysteries; I will show you that there are similar
mysteries in mathematics, which is true nevertheless. Now, if this
argument should be conducted by showing the fullacy of these mathe-
matical mysteries, it simply rejects them as false mathematies, or, at
Lest, leaves the objection of the deist untouched; for, to complete the
analogy in which the answer consists, the mysteries of Christianity
should also be given up. If, however, Berkeley had shown that such
contradictions, or such inconclusive reasonings as he points out in the
fluxionary calculus are such but apparently, and by reason of the fact
that the secret of the intellectual process had not been found out, he
would then have precisely done what he proposed; for, the mysteries of
divine truth are nothing more in this respect than facts, of which but
part is known, and which are not within the limits of human knowledge.

When we first chanced to look at the Analyst, we were under the
impression that such was actually the design of Berkeley, and that his
controversial tone and allegations of sophistry were but the trick of
reasoning to set the point in its broadest light. DBut, in fact, he is
bitterly and angrily sincere, and seems altogether to lose sight of his
purpose in the heat of controversy. The argument, however, exhibits
both the acuteness of his reason, and—may we venture to say it?—the
unsoundness of hLis judgment. To graut his conclusion and take the
question in its most difficult aspect; a certain process, one of the
steps of which is a false assumption, leads, by some process not



Periop.] GEORGE BERKELEY, D.D., BISHOP OF CLOYNE, 25

intelligible, to a result uniformly correct. Now, what is the objec-
tion?—briefly and substantially it 1s this,—the conclusion is not
attained by any known process of logic. This would be fair enough
if any known process of logic could, from the same conditions fairly
used, prove the possible fallacy of the conclusion: to do this, how-
ever, we have to observe, not only the ascertained process must be
tried by this test, but the secref condition must be included. This
is, by the hypothesis, impossible. Next, it is to be considered that
if Berkeley’s view be correct, the true result is obtained by a com-
pensation of errors. It is evident that there can be no fallacy in the
reasoning of the process, unless this compensation can be shown also
to be accidental—this is not alleged, and the argument correctly
stated on his view would be this,—there is a certain method of
reasoning which discovers truth by the compensation of opposite
errors. The fact is this,—the initial statement makes an omission,
which the conclusion rectifies by a necessity arising from the hypo-
thesis itself. But if the compensation is just, and the uniform result
of a process, there is no fallacy; it is simply one of the processes of
reason in the discovery of truth. It is either a new law, or reducible
to an old law of logie; but the argument, which when correctly used
leads to a true conclusion, is not a sophism. It is curious enough that
Berkeley’s objection to the caleulus is, in fact, the principle into which
Carnot resolves it.

But indeed it is not difficult to perceive that the errors supposea
are merely resources of calculation—the actual logic contains no con-
tradiction, which is really to be found in Berkeley’s mistake as to the
intent and real process of theargument. Berkeley’s main objection, may,
for clearness, be resolved into two. That the reader, who is not conver-
sant with such questions, may understand these, a simple statement of the
nature of the reasoning to which he objects will be necessary. If cer-
tain variable quantities are so related to each other, that as one
of them is taken greater or less, the other will also increase or
diminish according to some ascertained law, and that it is desired to
ascertain the state which is the limit of those changes. A statement
of the known conditions is made in a form called an equation, which
is supposed to represent the variable quantities, together with their
supposed increments and decrements. This equation is not, as in
common algebra, a statement in which all the values are supposed
fiwed, and serving to ascertain the precise value of the unknown from
the given quantities. It is, in fact, the statement of a hypothesis
essentially tmplying the contrary, and made for the purpose of reason-
ing on a state of continued change; consequently, it represents an
initial state, from which a final state is to be deduced: therefore, it is
evident that the very law of reason to which Berkeley objects, is the
accurate logic of the question ; for, a hypothesis must be made in the
first equation, which must disappear in the last. The question is,—if
such increments go on continually lessening, and may be assumed
therefore indefinitely small or nothing, what will be the consequence?
But there is in the objection, to which this is the answer, another
sophism: Berkeley attempts to show that the equation is false, and,
strictly speaking, it is so, according to the laws of common algebra;
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tried by the assumed test it would be found to want certain quantities.
But these are the very quantities which must necessarily go out by the
very principle above stated—terms which would add much complica-
tion in the reasoning, and have no effect in the conclusion, and have,
therefure, by a universal rule of reason, been omitted in a compendious
process, which does better without them. Now, one of Berkeley’s
arguments consists in a calculation by which he makes these quanti-
ties appear,—which the ordinary method of fluxions does not exhibit.
He thus appears to falsify the ordinary process. DBut the reply to
this objection is, that the omission of certain considerations, for the
convenience of an argument, in which it is essentially implied that they
are unimportant, is not a fallacy. The equation, in its first form, is
a statement of the effective conditions of a question; and all Berkeley’s
objections could be met by simply adding et cetera. So far relates to
the algebraic method: the answer is, however, completed by a consid-
eration which will lead to the other point. The reason why the
omission is of no importance is this: that the variables being supposed
to pass through all the successive states of magnitude, while the incre-
ments, or decrements, diminish to a certain state, in which they cease
to exist—the question is, to determine or prove this state. And this is
determined by assuming the symbol expressing the increment to be = 0,
the equation must then be such as to indicate the sought limit; and
the quantities which were involved in the omitted part of the difference,
must have ceased to exist. If the question were, what would be the
result, supposing the variables to stop half way—all Berkeley’s reason-
ing would be conelusive, so far as it applies. Against the conclusion
itself, he offers another curious cavil. Rut the mathematical reader
does not require this exposition; and for the reader unversed in such
considerations, we have perhaps gone to the utmost limit of clearness.
Berkeley’s objection to any conclusion being founded on a ratio, of
which the quantities are evanescent, has been anticipated by Newton,
in a scholium, contained in the first section of the first book of his
Principia.  We shall, therefore, here conclude with the observation,
that Newton’s own statement of the intent of his method should have
set Berkeley on a juster course of reasoning. ¢ But because the hypo-
thesis of indivisibles appears more hard, and, therefore, that method
Lias been considered less geometrical, I have thought fit rather to found
the demonstrations of the following propositions upon the first and last
sums and ratios of nascent and evanescent quantities; that is, to the
limits: of those sums and ratios.”™ It is, if just, curious enough, that
Berkeley’s objection, to what he calls an erroneous equation, might be
obviated by the addition of an ¢ &e.”

If the reader should desire to see Berke]ey’s powers to advantage,
he must look for them in his attacks upon the sophistry of others,—in
the Minute Philosopher, and in portions of his Theory of Vision.

We have, in this memoir, sufficiently noticed the. first of these excel-
lent compositions.

* ¢« Sed quoniam durior est indivisibilium hypothesis, et propterea minus geo-
metricze censetur ; malui demonstrationes rerum sequentium ad ultimas quantita-
tum evanescentium summas et rationes, prunasque nascentium, id est, ad limites
summarum et rationum deducere.”
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His new theory of vision is curious for the mixed evidence it gives
of the disposition of his understanding to the illusions of his own
subtlety, and the clearness of his apprehension when judging of the
fallacies of others. It indeed seems not a little curicus how much of
the sounder portion of his conclusions appears to be the result of his
more unsound reasonings. In his disproof of the external world, he
dissipates the erroneous doctrines of abstract ideas. His Theory of
Vision, evidently composed for the same purpose, in the same manner
draws from him the most admirable details, and the rectification of old
fallacies. DBut the subject occupies much of the attention of the pre-
sent time, and would lead us too far for any purpese connected with
these memoirs.

III. LITERARY SERIES.
JWichael Elearp.

BORN A.D. .—DIED A.D. 1643,

Or Micuaer CreEary very little 1s satisfactorily known, and we
should, for this reason, consider ourselves absolved from any notice of
him, but for the place which he occupies in the history ot our Irish
literature. This topic, so far as relates to the commencement of the
present division of these memoirs, must be regarded as rather belong-
ing to the antiquarian than to the historical biographer. But it is
necessary, as briefly as we may, to account for our neglect of the very
numerous poets wlo lived in the earlier half of the 17th century, and
whose writings are yet extant. For this there are sufficient reasons:
there are no materials for their personal histories, and their writings
are not extant in any published form. The great celebrity of a
renowned author of unpublished poetry might impose it upon us to
give some account of his works; but great indeed must be the import-
ance of the writings to which such a tribute would be excusable
here, and whatever may be the collective worth of the bards and his-
torians of the period included in these remarks, there are, individually,
few instances which demand the distinction of a memoir. We might,
by the help of some very accessible authorities, easily continue in this
period the barren list of unknown poets, which helped to fill the vacuity
of our previous period; but, on looking very carefully over those
materials, we are unable to perceive what purpose would be served
by such a waste of our space, already contracting too fast for the
important matter yet before us.*

In that portion of the introductory observations allotted to the gene-

* Ve should here apprize the reader that the seeming disproportion, between
the space which we have given to the ecclesiastics and the literary persons belong-
ing to this period, is to be explained by the fact, that the most respectable of our
writers hold also a prominent rank among our ecclesiastical dignitaries of the same
period.
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ral consideration of Irish literature, we have endeavoured to give some
general notices of the character and importance of this unknown bus
numerous class of writings, which lie concealed, though not inacces-
sible, in the archives of colleges, and in public and private libraries.
The individual whose name affords us occaston for these remarks, wus
a native of Ulster, and a Iranciscan friar. He was early in life
known as learued in the antiquities of his country, and as having a
critical acquaintance with the Irish tongue. These qualifications re-
commended him to Mr Hugh Ward as a fit person to collect informa-
tion for his projected history of the Irish saints, for which purpose he
was sent to the Irish college in Louvain. The materials which he
collected in the course of fifteen years passed into the hands of Colgan,
by the death of Ward.

Cleary at the same time collected materials, which he reduced into
three volumes of Irish history, of which the letters are mentioned by
Ware.

He was one of the compilers of the ¢« Anmnals of Donegal”’—a MS.
of the greatest authority in the antiquities of Ireland. His last work
was a Dictionary of the obsolete words in the Irish Language, published
in 1643, the year of his death.

Yobn Colgan.

BORYX A.D. ——,—DIED A.D. 1638.

CorGan was a Franciscan in the Irish convent of St Anthony of
Padua, in Louvain, where he was professor of divinity. He collected
and compiled a well-known work of great authority among anti-
quarians, and of considerable use in some of the earlier memoirs of
this work.

His writings were numerous; and all, we believe, on the ecclesias-
tical antiquities of Ireland. His death, in 1658, prevented the publi-
cation of many of them.

Gieoffrey Teating.
BORN A.D. ——.—DIED A.D. 1650.

KEearting, well known as the writer of an antiquarian history of
Ireland—of great authority for the general fulness with which it
preserves the traditionary accounts of the earliest times, though liable
to some rather hasty censures for the indiscriminate combination of
the probable and improbable into one digested narrative, and in the
language of implicit belief. Such a work is, nevertheless, the most
certain and authentic record of the ancient belief of .the learned and
unlearned of the land; and if the facts be not true in themselves, they
evidently characterize the mind of a period, while, generally speaking,
there is every reason to give credit to the more important parts of the
narrative; and, above all, to the genealogical traditions of the ancient
families of chiefs and kings.. /It is by no means a just inference that
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they who entertain superstitious notions, and believe the absurdest
mythological fables and traditions, are, therefore, to be discredited in
their statements of the ordinary facts of history; in the former, both
the senses which observe, and the faithfulness which records, are wholly
uninvolved—the facts belong to a different class of things, and a man
may believe a fable, yet speak truth in the concerns of life.  When a
bistorian’s authority, or the authorities on which he writes, are to be
questioned, the question must be,—is the relation honest, and are the
facts such as to admit of natural error? Now, in Keating’s history,
the line of demarcation between truth and error will, in the main, be
easily seen. It will be at once observed, that the mere fact of the
existence of a large body of ancient literature, with all the extant
remains and traditions of Ireland, undeniably prove the existence of
some old state of civil order different from anything now existing,
and as far removed from the savage state. Such a state of things
must needs have left some record stamped with the form, and having
at least all the main outlines of the truth; and it may be asked where
this record—of which the absence would be more improbable than any
part of Irish history—can be found, if not in those very traditions
which are the genuine remains of Irish literature, and the authorities
of old Keating. The facts are, it is true, often strangely involved
with fable; but there is no instance in which the discrimination of an
unbiassed intellect cannot at once make the due allowance.

Keating studied for twenty-three years in the college of Salamanca
On his return to Ireland he was appointed to the parish of Tybrid,
which he soon resigned. He is said to have been driven into conceal-
ment by the hostility of a person whose mistress he excommunicated.
This person having threatened to murder him, he took refuge in a
wood between the Galty mountains and the town of Tipperary; and
in this retirement he wrote his history in the Irish language.

He was buried in the church of Tybrid, founded by himself and his
successor, in 1644.

His history was translated into English by a Mr Dermod O’Conor,
whose version is considered to have many inaccuracies, Another
translation was since commenced by a Mr William Halliday, an Irish
scholar of great reputation. His task was cut short by an early
death. He had proceeded so far as the Christian era, and published
a thin octavo, which has induced much regret among antiquarians
that he did not live to complete his undertaking.

Keating’s other writings are of slight importance—they are a few
poems and professional treatises.

The Hon. Rebert Bople.
BORN A.D. 1626.—DIED A.D. 1691,

THE account of the early infancy of this most illustrious Irishman has
been written by himself under the title of Philalethes. This period of
his Jife was subject to more casualties and changes than are often known
to cceur in the maturer age of the generality of men; and this,
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indeed, in a manner and to an extent, which the character of our more
civilized times can scarcely be conceived to admit of. At the age of
three his mother died, and his intellect and moral temper were, at
that early age, sufficiently mature to comprehend and feel this irrep-
arable deprivation. The well-known activity of his ambitious father,
the first earl of Cork—a man ever on the stretch in the pursuit of
fortune and power—left his home often without a master, and his
children without a parent. To these sources of casualty may be added
the frequent necessity of removal and travelling through a wild and
unsettled country, and under the charge of menials. On the road, the
robber lurked among the rugged mountain-passes, and in the conceal-
ment of the bordering woods; on the British channel the pirate
roamed without restraint; and the Turkish galley infested and defied
the very coasts, which have now so long been sacred from such insults
and dangers.

At three years of age he had a narrow escape from being drowned,
by the fall of the horse on which he was carried, in crossing a deep
and rapid brook which was swollen by the rains. At seven, he tells
us that he had a still more remarkable escape from being crushed to
death by the fall of the ceiling of the chamber in which he slept.

At three years of age he was sent to Eton, of which the provost
was then Sir Henry Wotton, an intimate {riend of his father’s. Here
he was placed under the immediate tuition of Mr Harrison, who, it is
said, had the sagacity to discover the unusual capacity and the singu-
lar moral tendencies of his pupil, even at that early age, as well as the
skill to adapt his moral and intellectual treatment to so promising a
subject. Perceiving the indications of a mind unusually apprehen-
sive and curious, he was careful that these happy inclinations should
not want for exercise; and, as he had a willing mind to deal with, he
avoided damping, in any degree, the voluntary spirit, by even the
semblance of a constraint, which, in common cases, is of such primary
necessity. DBy this method, so applicable in this peculiar instance,
the ardour for information, which seems to have been so providentially
implanted in the youthful philosopher’s mind, became so intensely
kindled, that it became necessary to employ some control, for the
purpose of forcing him to those intermissions of rest and needful ex-
ercise for which boys are commonly so eager. Ilarrison meanwhile
watched over the extraordinary youth with a zealous, intelligent, and
assiduous care, ever ready to answer his questions, and to commu-
nicate knowledge in the form of entertaining discourse.

The main object of his studies at Eton was the acquisition of
classical knowledge, and he soon attained a considerable intimacy
with the best writers of antiquity. He himself has mentioned,
that the accidental perusal of Quintus Curtius had the effect of
awakening his imagination, in an extraordinary degree, and thus
excited in his mind an increased thirst for historical knowledge.*

* It is curious to compare the impressions communicated by the same circum-
stance to different minds. We extract the following from a well-known periodical :—
“ The effect which the same romantic historian is said to have produced on
Charles XII., is, however, more direct and natural. In reading of the feats of
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We must confess to some difficulty in distinetly appreciating such an
impulse from such a cause, further than as the transient impression
of an hour, which the next would dispel. The excitements of Quintus
Curtius are scarcely to be expected in the page of regular history. A
more natural impulse is attributed to the accident of his being initiated
in the range of romantic fiction, which was, we are bound to say, a
most grievous error, which cannot be too strenuously deprecated in
these pages, and which we shall therefore pause to discuss more fully.
The circumstances are these:—During his stay at Eton he was
attacked by a fit of the tertian ague, of such severity and duration,
that his constitution, naturally delicate, became very much debilitated,
and a long time elapsed before he recovered his strength sufficiently
for the purpose of his studies. In this condition it occurred to his
tutor—who, after all, was more of the scholar than the philosopher—to
indulge his ecraving and restless mind by the perusal of novels and
romances. Some reflections in a contemporary memoir, on the same
incident, convey our sentiments with so much truth that we shall here
extract them,— As might be presumed, the effect was to leave on
his mind a distaste for less stimulative aliment, and to exeite his mind
to a state of undue activity. The sense of martial ardour,—the pride
and stimulus of military emulation, ambition, and danger,—the physi-
cal sympathies of action, with all the vain glories of romance, were
acted on and called forth. He became a castle-builder and a dreamer.
He makes a remark on this subject, of which we have long since had
oceasion to learn the value—that it is unfortunate for those who have
busy thoughts to be without timely employment for their activity.
Such, indeed, is the misfortune which—worse than even the corrup-
tious of passion—has consigned many a high and far-grasping intellect
to a life of dreams. (Gambling, and debaunchery, and the seductions
of sense, are not more sure in their fatal effects, so uninterruptible in
their course, or so seductive, as this refined and intellectual fascina-
tion,—more sure and dangerous. because it operates in loneliness. and
finds its good within itself. When the imagination is once fairly
seized with this self-seeking desire, even the slightest thing that occurs,
or that is seen, read, or heard of, is enough to give it impulse and
direction, and the heart acts the hero or voluptuary’s part; the
Augustus, or Nero, or lleliogabulus; the Paris, or Achilles; and, in
its own secluded recess, rules or disposes of more worlds than Alex-
ander could have conquered. There is aninterest in finding our infir-
mities reflected in a mind like Boyle’s; but it is both instructive and
encouraging to learn, by what timely resolution and prudence, in the

Alexander he was affected by a sympathy of a kindred mind. and became a war-
rior. Quintus Curtius wrote for a corrupt and luxurious age, when the nobles of
the latter periods of the Roman empire were excluded from politics and war, and
only alive to the stimulants of sense and taste. Ilisinvention and eloquence were
of a high order, and he wrote for effect—his success was worthy of a better
object. His descriptions and pictorial touches,—his dialogues and characteristic
sayings and incidents,—and even his description of the private reflections of the
persons of the narrative, while they materially diminish his ecredit as a historian,
must still have produced on his ancient readers au effect, not greatly inferior to
that produced on the readers of Ivanhoe.”—Dublin University dMagazine, May,
1336.
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application of means, he shook off this disease of the spirit. To
recover his power of application he had recourse to the study of
mathematics, and found in its precise relations and rigid conclusions
that interest and necessity of attention, which was the remedy his case -
required.”* There is indeed prevalent, in our own times, an error
well worthy of the most serious consideration upon the subject of a
very large class of works of fiction—we mean that most pernicious of
all literary compositions, of which it is the real aim to tamper with pas-
sion and sentiment, and the pretence—no doubt sincere—to inculcate
some good lesson in morality and prudence. Such lessons are not only
useful, but necessary to young and old; but it is known that their opera-
tion 1is slow, and the result of much and repeated trial and experience:
it is also known that the truths of experience are long known to the un-
derstanding before they have any very practical influence on the heart;
while, on the contrary, passion and sentiment, the main impuises of
conduct, operate with a spontaneous force in the fullest maturity of
that head wisdom which is expected to constrain them. Reason may be
called the helm, and experience the chart of prudence and prineiple;
but passion and sentiment have pretty much the same relation to the
tempest, the current, and the shoal, and it seems a curious inconsistency
of purpose which would make the latter instrumental to the uses
of the former. A lesson, for example, of the delicate embarrass-
ments, eross-purposes, and misunderstandings of the tender passions,
may be made the vehicle for noble sentiments and virtuous conduct;
but the young and tender bosom which has thus been betrayed into
those fearful and seductive sympathies, will be infected by their
clinging influence, when the noblest maxims of virtue and its loftiest
examples are forgotten. In vain the charms are spread which are to
sweeten the lesson of virtue, if they have a far nearer connexion with
infirmities, follies, and vices. The Minerva, with the naked bosom,
may preach in vain on the charms of abstinence and heroic self-denial ;
human nature will seize the thoughts, and be attracted by the sense
for which its affinity is nearest. Heroism, set off by beauty, and
softened by the glow of the passions, will, for a moment, appear doubly
heroic; but the enthusiasm of taste will subside, and the pupil or
spectator will find some more interesting and congenial way of apply-
ing the lesson. As we do not here think it necessary to repeat the
commonly urged objection to works of fiction—that they offer false
views of society—we will say that it is not, certainly, from any want
of concurrence in them; and we may observe, by the way, that it is
the high praise of the Waverley novels that they avoid all these objec-
tions, neither giving false views, nor deriving interest from dele-
terious materials.

As to the effect of such influences upon the mind of Boyle, it must
have been materially diminished by the great counteraction, if not
entire preponderance of dispositions of an opposite tendency, which
will show themselves plainly enough as we proceed. Without entering
into any refinement upon intellectual powers and tendencies, the
character of Robert Boyle was eminently practical, and his temper

* Dublin University Magazine, May, 1836,
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conscientious in an unusual degree. The general tenor of his early life
was in itself adapted to favour, and, in some measure, produce these
dispositions: the unsettled character of the times in which he lived;
the rude emergencies of even a change of place, attendant on such
times; and the universal agitation and tempest of the period in which
he came to man’s estate, were, in no small degree, calculated to turn
the attention of thoughtful spirits on the external scene, and to give
development to the turn for observation and practical application. It
is perhaps not improbable, that such was the general effect of the civil
wars of that period upon the times and the public mind,—the fine-spun
cobwebs of philosophy, and the gorgeous cloudwork of poetry, are
probably deprived of their influence upon the mass of minds when so
kept painfully on the stretch by startling realities. But with such
considerations we are evidently unconcerned.

After having continued four years at Eton, Boyle was recalled by
his father, who had at this time come to live at Stalbridge, in Dorset-
shire. He, nevertheless, sedulously applied himself to the acquisition
of classical knowledge, and also of ancient history. His father
engaged a Mr Marcombes, a foreigner, to assist his studies. This
gentleman had been first employed as travelling tutor to his brothers,
the lords Broghill and Kinalmeaky.

In 1638, when he had attained his eleventh year, he was sent on
his travels, under the charge of the same gentleman. His destination
was Geneva, where he was to continue his studies,—a plan most
probably originating with Marcombes, who was a native of the town,
and, having a family resident in it, was evidently very much con-
venienced by the arrangement. They took their route by London.

_where his brother, who was also to be the companion of his foreign
sojourn, was to be married to Mrs Anne Killigrew, a maid of honour
to the queen. From London they found their way to Paris, and from
thence to Lyons, and on through Savoy to Geneva.

Boyle, in his autobiographical memoir, attributes much of the
moral improvement of his mind to the care, and to the influence of
some strong points in the character of Mr Marcombes, and we are
strongly inclined to join in the opinion. He mentions his tutor as
one who was an acute observer of the ways of men, who formed his
opinions from life, not from books, and had not merely a contempt,
but an aversion for pedantry, which he hated *“as much as any of the
seven deadly sins.” It is also very evident that Mr Marcombes was
by no mean an indulgent observer, but nice, critical, cholerie; and to
the quickness of his temper Mr Boyle ascribes the fortun.te subjuga-
tion of his own. If, indeed, Mr Boyle’s temper was as irritable as he
himself represents it to have been, this is a fact not unimportant to
the instructors of youth; for le is one of the most perfect models
which biography affords, of patience and mildness. In this, however,
other and far superior influences must claim a larger share, as Mr
Boyle was pre-emiunently a christian. To religion, we are inclined to
think, there was in his mind a very peculiar tendency. Such ten-
dencies, we are aware, do not, as a matter of course, lead to the actual
adoption of any religion, still less of the christian religion. When
the great truths of christianity are not instilled into the heart with

VOL. V. C
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the first rudiments of education, they can only be afterwards received
on evidence which claims the assent of the understanding, and
this must be sought and studied with much careful attention. In
Boyle’s time, this evidence was easily overlooked for many reasons;
and it is always listened to with strong reluctance,—the severe, simple,
and practical requisitions of christian teaching being strongly opposed
to the whole bent of human nature, and the entire spirit of social life.
Butler, and Paley, and other eminent men, afterwards called up to
crush the hydra of infidelity, had not yet placed the question within the
easy reach of the public mind. Notwithstanding the able writings of
Grotius, and those of the more ancient apologists, unhappily, during the
middle ages, christianity had been displaced from its basis of evidence,
and placed upon a foundation of quicksand, so as to present neither
its genuine form nor its real credentials.

From these considerations, we lean to suspect that religious truths
had no very strong hold of Mr Boyle’s mind, at the period of which
we speak. The incidents which had a deeided effect to unsettle his
belief, are such as to illustrate some of the foregoing remarks very
strongly, while, at the same time, they indicate a very singular
impressibility.* He himself mentions the solemn impression upon
his mind of a tremendous thunderstorm in the dead of the night; it
led him to reflect earnestly upon his state of mind, and to recollect his
great deficiencies according to the standard by which he professed to
walk. Some time after this, however, an impression of a very different
nature was made upon him, in one of those excursions which he was
accustomed to make from Geneva into the mountains that lay around.
Visiting the ancient monastery of Chartreuse, in a wild alpine recess
near Grenoble, his feelings were so powerfully wrought upon by the
savage and gloomy scenery, the curious pictures, and mysterious tradi-
tions of the monastery, that his excited imagination called up and
lent a momentary reality to the legendary superstition of the place.
The powerful impressions thus made upon a mind, characteristically
impressible, were such as to obscure and cast a dimness upon his far
less vivid impressions of christianity, of which, it must be observed,
he knew not any distinct proofs; and his reason, bewildered between
the appeals of a strongly impressed and seusibly imbodied super-
stition, and of a vague and imperfectly conceived belief, became
unsettled upon the momentous truths of religion, which, under the
same common name, offered such opposite and irreconcilable demands
on faith. The traditions of St Bruno, which were thus brought as
a sensible reality to the imagination, stood, as it were, nearer to the
eye than the remote and dimly apprehended truths of the gospel; and,
while the fancy gave power to the one, reason ceased to discriminate
with accuracy, and lost its inadequate hold of the other. The pro-
cess is by no means one confined to a youthful fancy and a visionary
turn, but, with some modification, can be distinctly traced to the
pseudo-philosophy of the last century. The shallow but eloquent Vol-

* ¢ Mr Boyle’s mind was of that reflective and sensitive cast, on which slight
influences had great effects ; nor, without the full allowance for this, can the con-
struction of his character be distinctly understood.”’—Dublin University Maga-
zine.
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ney has expanded the fallacy into a systematic argument; the impos-
ing sophistry of Gibbon—so far as it can be extracted from the am-
biguities of style—indicates a mind labouring under misconceptions
of the same order.

With respect to Boyle, his own account of the result substantiates
the important fact affirmed in the foregoing remarks. Like Gibbon,
Paine, Volney, and other persons, the history of whose scepticism is
known, he was ignorant of the actual evidences of the facts and author-
ities of christianity, and knew it only, as it is most commonly known
to the multitude, through its moral and doctrinal rules and princi-
ples; and thus, when it became reduced into the mass of clashing creeds
and dogmas, its hold upon mere reason was, as a matter of course,
obscured. DBut it is to the praise of Mr Boyle, that with him to doubt
was to inquire, and to inquire was to cast away the prepossessions,
and resist the prejudices which obscure the shallow depths of human
speculation. He was determined to ¢ be seriously inquisitive of the
very fundamentals of christianity, and to hear what both Jews and
Greeks, and the chief sects of Chlristians, could allege for their
opinions; that so, though he believed more than he could comprehend,
he might not believe more than he could prove.” The intellectual
soundness thus perceptible in a youth of fourteen is very remarkable;
and the more so, because it shows a just discernment of the fallacy
upon which so many clever, and sometimes profound reasoners, have
been wrecked in all times. Some refuse to assent to that which can-
not be explained, while others invent systems for the mere explana-
tion of the same difficulties: both confounding explanation with proof,
and overlooking the most elementary conditions of reason and the
limits of human knowledge. Boyle proceeded with the characteristic
sincerity of his temper to fulfil his wise resolution. A mind, so
happily constituted for research, could not fail to receive ready satis-
faction as to the evidences which offer the clearest and best examples
of every proof within the compass of human knowledge. He is
known as an eminent christian; and this part of his history may be
said to have its illustrious monument in the foundation of a lecture
for the defence of the Christian religion, which has been occupied by
some of the most eminent names in christian theology.

In September, 1641, he left Geneva, and visited many of the princi-
pal towns in Italy, He made a more prolonged stay at Venice, then
in its full splendour, a great centre of trade, and a concourse of nations,
tongues, and manners. It was the age when the last and consummate
finish of a polite education was sought ir. foreign travel,—foreign
travelling, still an important advantage to the scholar, was then an
indispensable requisite to the polite or learned. It supplied the defi-
ciency of books by the actual observation of things—it opened the
mind by extending the sphere of its intercourse; and, while it enlarged
the conversation, it softened prejudices, and gave ease, affability, and
freedom to the manners and address.

In Florence he passed the winter of the same year, and, during his
stay, acquired the Italian language. Here also he became acquainted
with the “new paradoxes” of Galileo, an acquisition, which, to the
geuius of Boyle, may well be supposed to have been important.
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I'rom Florence he went on to Rome, and was enabled to exercise
his observing and inquiring spirit without interruption, by taking
upon him the character of a Frenchman. He had, while in Geneva,
acquired the most perfect ease and correctness in that language, and,
in Rome, the acquisition became important. It was his aim to escape
the penetrating espionage of the English jesuits, whose duty it would
have been to denounce the prohibited presence of an English protes-
tant. Mr Boyle attributed this prohibition to the reluctance which
was felt by the Papal court and the ecclesiastical authorities to allow
strangers, and particularly protestant strangers, to perceive the very
low state of religion then prevalent, and the little reverence paid to
the Pope in his own city. There was, indeed, enough to fix his atten-
tion upon the darkness and intellectual prostration of the place and
time. He never, he declares, saw so small a respect for the Pope as in
Rome, or met with infidelity so open and unshrinking as in Italy.

From Rome he returned to Florence, and from thence to Pisa,
Leghorn, and by sea to Genoa. He then returned to France. On
his journey he was exposed to no small danger in the streets of a fron-
tier town, for refusing to take off his hat to a crucifix. At Marseilles
he met with gloomy tidings, accompanied by a severe and unexpected
disappointment. Having expected remittances, he only received let-
ters from his father, giving deplorable accounts of the rebellion, and
informing him that he had only had it in his power to raise £250, to
bear their expenses home. This remittance miscarried, it is believed
from the dishonesty of the banker in Paris to whom it was committed.
Under these embarrassing circumstances, Mr Marcombes brought
them back to Geneva, where they were compelled to remain for two
years, in the vain expectation of supplies, and at last found it necessary
to have recourse to an expedient, to enable them to find their way
home. Mr Marcombes obtained a sufficient amount of jewellery on
his own credit, and this enabled them to travel on to England, where
they arrived in 1644.

In the mean time the earl of Cork had died. He left, by will, the
manor of Stalbridge, and some other property in Ireland, to Robert
Boyle. But though thus well provided for in the way of fortune, the
unsettled condition of the country rendered it difficult for him to
obtain money, so that he found it expedient to reside for several
months with his sister, lady Ranelagh. This arrangement was fortu-
nate, as it was the means of diverting him from a purpose which he
had recently formed of entering the army.

As his brother, lord Broghill, had considerable interest, he obtained
through his means a protection for his estates in England and Ire-
land, and was also permitted to return to France for the purpose of
settling the debts which he had been forced to contract.

He soon returned and retired to his manor of Stalbridge, where he
spent four years in the most intense pursuit of knowledge, occasion-
ally, however, relaxing his mind, or diversifying his studies, by excur-
sions to London and Oxford. During this interval he applied himself
for a time to ethical mvestlgatlons, upon which subject he composed 2
treatise. His favourite pursuit, however, was natural philesophy, in
different departments of which he soon obtained as much knowledyge
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as the state of science at that period afforded. He mentions of him
self, that, at this period of his life, his industry was so unremitting,
that he continued to mix study with every pursuit, so as not to lose a
moment which could be profitably applied. ¢« If they were walking
down a hill, or on a rough road, he would still be studying till supper,
and frequently proposed such difliculties as he had met with to his
governor.”

Among the resources of learned men in that period for the attain-
ment and interchange of knowledge, none was more cultivated or more
effective for its end than epistolary correspondence; by means of
which, the concert and stimulus which soon after began to be propa-
gated by learned societies, was kept up by individual communications.
For those, who like Boyle devoted themselves to knowledge, such a re-
source was then of primary consideration, and, to a great extent, also
supplied the place of books : the lights of science were uncertain and
rare, and the ardent student of nature was on the watch for every gleam.
Boyle was not remiss in seeking the enlightening intercourse of those
who were the most eminent for worth and learning.

In 1645, during the civil wars, a small company of persons of
talent and learning were in the habit of meeting in London first, and
afterwards, when London became too troubled for peaceful studies, in
Oxford. The object of their meetings was to hold conversations and
make communications in natural philosophy. This was the first begin-
ing of that most illustrious institution the Royal Society, and consisted
of many of those who were its most eminent members— Wallis, Wren,
Ward, Wilkins, &c.,—men, among whom, at Mr Boyle’s time of life,
it was, in the highest degree, an honour to be included. They were
the followers of Bacon, and the immediate precursors of Newton. The
light of human reason had been long struggling, vainly, to break forth
from the overpowering control of the spiritual despotism of the middle
ages; and in Italy, a succession of minds of the first order, Copernicus,
Kepler, Galileo, with his contemporaries, had arisen, in vain, above the
dim twilight of school and cloister—though not permitted to be the
lights of science, yet condemmed to leave indelible illustrations of
the power of superstition and slavery, and of the importance of
freedom of thought to the advancement of mankind. This vital ele-
ment had found its place in England: the reformation of religion was
also the rectification of reason, and the spirit of the venerable fathers
of modern science was now to shine out in the daylight of freedom,
unfettered by any impositions save those limits assigned by him from
whom reason is the gift to man. The eminent men whom we have
mentioned had agreed upon weekly meetings at each other’s lodgings;
they also sometimes met in Gresham College. Their meetings were
interrupted after the death of Charles, when London, for a time,
became the seat of crime and anarchy, and especially unsafe for those
who did not wish to go the fullest lengths of compliance with the
spirit of the hour. The principal portion of the members retired to
Oxford. The result of the connexions thus formed was a more deter-
minate direction to the philosophical taste, and, perhaps, an increased
impulse to the extraordinary assiduity with which Mr Boyle devoted



38 - LITERARY SERIES. {Fourru

kimself to investigations which have conferred upon his name a distin-
guished place in the history of natural philosophy.

The close and sedentary habits, consequent on such assiduous study,
were not without their debilitating effects upon Boyle’s corporeal
frame. Before he was yet of age he became subject to repeatel
attacks of that most afllicting disease, the stone.

In 1652, he came over to settle his affairs in Ireland, and
remained for a considerable time, but complained very much of the
great obstacles which baffled his efforts to make a progress in his
favourite investigations in chemical science. Still his unrelaxing
ardour found a congenial pursuit in anatomy, and he entered on a
course of dissection, under the guidance of Dr William Petty, physi-
cian to the army. Of this, he says, “1 satisfied myself of the circula-
tion of the blood, and have seen more of the variety and contrivances
of Nature, and the majesty and wisdom of her Author, than all the
books I ever read in my life could give me convincing notions of.”

In 1654, he executed an intention, which he had long meditated,
of retiring to Oxford, where his chief associates in study still met;
and where he could with more ease pursue his favourite inquiries in
science. It was their custom to meet at each other’s apartments or
dwellings, in turn, to discuss the questions of principal interest at the
time, mutually communicating to each other the result of their several
labours. They called themselves the Philosophical College, and per-
haps were not without some sense of the important results to which
their studies were afterwards to lead. They principally applied
themselves to mathematical, and, still more, to experimental inquiries
in natural philosophy. Among this distinguished body, the nucleus
of modern philosophy, Boyle was not the least active or efficient.
Of his labours, we shall presently speak more in detail. He seems
to have been early impressed by the discoveries and the opinions
declared by the Florentine philosophers, and directed his investigations
with a view to confirm and follow out their discoveries: the result
was a very considerable improvement upon the air-pump, a machine
invented very recently by Otto of Guericke, a burgomaster of Magde-
burg. Endowed with faculties, in the very highest degree adapted
to the purposes of experimental science, he pursued, confirmed, and
extended the science of puneumatics, of which the foundations had been
laid by Torricelli, Pascal, and Huygens.

During the same interval, while engaged with ardour essential to
genius and natural to youth, in these captivating and absorbing pur-
suits, Boyle’s just, comprehensive, and conscientious spirit was not
turned aside from the still higher path which he had chosen for his
walk through life. The same inquiring, docile, and cautious habits
of mind, improved by the investigations of natural philosophy, were
directed to the investigation of the sacred records. He made great
progress in the acquisition of the Oriental tongues, and in the critical
study of the Scriptures in their original languages. He composed an
“ Essay on the Secriptures,” in which this proficiency is honourably
illustrated. The exemplary zeal with which, amidst the multiplicity
of his pursuits, and the distraction of severe discase, he gave his mind
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to a pursuit, so apt to be overlooked by men intensely engaged in
temporal pursuits, is very strongly expressed by himself. “For my
part, reflecting often on David’s generosity, who would not offer as a
sacrifice to the Lord that which eost him nothing, I esteem no labour
luvished that illustrates or endears to me that divine book, and think it
no treacherous sign that God loves a man, when he inclines his heart to
love the scriptures, where the truths are so precious and important that
the purchase must at least deserve the price. And I confess myself
to be none of those lazy persons who seem to expect to obtain from
God a knowledge of the wounders of his book, upon as easy terms as
Adam did a wife, by sleeping soundly.” Of this spiritual frame of
wind we shall find numerous and increasing proofs. During his resi-
dence at Oxford he was not less solicitous in his cultivation of, and
intercourse with, the best preachers and ablest divines, than with those
eminent philosophers who had associated themselves with him, and
whose meetings were often held in his apartments. Pococke, Hyde,
Clarke, and Barlow, were among his intimates and advisers in those
studies, of which they were the lights and ornaments in their day. In
common with the ablest and soundest of his literary associates, he
warmly opposed the absurd scholastic method of philosophizing, which
was the remains of the scholastic period, but was maintained under
the abused name and sanction of Aristotle.

The reputation of his learning and sanctity was perhaps extended
by his character as a philosopher, as well as by his illustrious birtl:.
The lord chancellor Clarendon was among those who importuned him
to enter upon holy orders; but Boyle, with the just and philosophical
discernment, as well as the disinterestedness of his character, refused,
upon the consideration that his writings in support of divine truth
would come with more unmixed authority from one connected by no
personal interest with its maintenance. So high at the same time was
his reputation as a philosopher, that the graud duke of Tuscany
requested of Mr Southwell, the English resident at his court, to con-
vey to Mr Boyle his desire to be numbered among his correspondents.

In 1662, a grant of the forfeited impropriations in Ireland was ob-
tained in his name, but without any previous communication with him.
This he applied to the purposes of maintaining and extending the
benefits of Christianity, by supporting active and efficient clergymen.
In the same year he was appointed president of the Society for the
propagation of the gospel in New England: a society which was, we
Lelieve, the origin of those societies for the same end, of which the
results have been so diffusively connected with the more permanent
and higher interests of the human race.

The philosophical works and investigations of Boyle, in the mean-
while, followed thick upon each other. The splendid progress of the
physical sciences since his time have been, in every branch, such as to
cast an undeserved oblivion over the able and intelligent inquirers who
began the march of science in England. Though they were far in
advance of their day, yet after all, their happiest advances were but
irnorant conjectures, compared with the discoveries which may be
said to have followed in their track. The fame of Hooke is lost in
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the discoveries of Newton.* Boyle is said to have suggested to this
great man the first ideas of his theory of light, in an Essay containing
¢« Considerations and Experiments concerning Colours.” This was
published in 1663, when Newton was in his twentieth year, and three
years before he commenced those experiments to which the theory of
colours is due. But Boyle’s researches, directed by a true theory of
the principles of inquiry, were full of true and just suggestions, of
which, nevertheless, it is not a fair way of thinking, to attribute to
them the discoveries of any subsequent mquirer. The same sugges-
tions are, to a marvellous extent, presented to various minds with a
coincidence which may be called simultaneous: they are, in truth, the
product of the age, and of the reality of things. One true notion
received will be similarly applied by nearly all minds of a certain
order; and as principles of investigation and facts become matured
and accumulated, it is rather the wonder how so many can differ than
that so many should agree.

Mr Boyle was, at this period of life, exposed to the ridicule of per-
sons of profligate or worldly temper, by the publication of some moral
essay, under the title of ¢ Occasional Reflections on different Subjects,”
which had been written in his younger days, and which, as might be
expected from one of Mr Boyle’s simplicity of mind, went to the fullest
lengthst in the truths of moral and spiritual reflection. That the
soundest reason should on these, as on all other subjects of thought,
keep nearest to truth, would seem to be a natural consequence. But
the mind of society is, to a large extent, enlisted in behalf of the follies
and corrupt conventions by which the spirit of the world is kept in
conceit with itself; and one of the consequences is the tacit pro
seription of numerous plain truths, which no one denies, and few like
to have forced upon their attention. The formal admission and prac-
tical contempt of many truths have thus converted them into solemn
trifles, destitute of their proper meaning and aftforded to satire the
keenest of its shafts, which is directed against everything at which
the world desires to laugh, and would gladly look upon as folly. It
has, in effect, no very profound air to say gravely what every one
knows and no one heeds, and it will become nearly burlesque, if such
things are solemnly put forth in the tone and manner of deep reflec-
tion—the more so, too, as it is always very commeon to meet amiable
shallow triflers, who deal in commonplaces, because, in fact, they can
talk on no other conditions. But it is easy to see how, to a deep

* Newton probably took the thought of gravitation from Iooke. It isan interest-
ing fact that Milton seems to have described the idea of solar attraction in the
following lines :—

“ What if the sun
Be centre to the world, and other stars
By his attractive virtue and their own
Incited, dance about him various rounds 2’

t Intense and serious minds seldom understand ridicule, and are, therefore, not
unapt to walk unconsciously within its precincts. Ridicule is the great weapon
of ignorance, shallowness, and vice; but it is wielded in the hands of wit and
malice, and is, therefore, formidable.
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thinker, whose mind is uncorrupted by the world, many great first
truths, which are lost in the vague forms of proverbial commonplace,
should start into an intense reality; and thus language, which has lost
its sense to worldly wisdom, acquire a power beyond the conception
of keen and shrewd deriders. Of this single-minded, earnest, and
conscientious character was Mr Boyle, to whom the very title of the
Supreme Being brought a sense of veneration, and a host of solemn
and affecting truths, such as seldom in any way, and never very in-
tensely, crossed the minds of those who exercised their wit upon his
reflections. The author of Hudibras was one of these; he imitated
Mr Boyle in “ An occasicnal Reflection on Dr Charlton’s feeling a
Dog’s Pulse, at Gresham College.” Swift also wrote his ¢ Pious
Meditations on a Broomstick,” in imitation of the same compositions.

The high reputation, both as a philosopher and a Christian, acquired
by Mr Boyle, recommended him to the respect and favour of all that
was high and honourable in the land.  The provostship of Eton having
become vacant, he was nominated by the king to that important station.
This he declined, because he wanted no addition either to his rank or
fortune. He had decided against taking holy orders, for a reason
which we have always considered as having much weight: that the
world, and still more the infidel portion of it, is more likely to be in-
fluenced by the more apparently disinterested Christianity of a lay-
man, than by the professional zeal and testimony of a churchman.
Mr Boyle had also a sense that his devotion to chemistry might be
found inconsistent with the active duties of the college, as he would
find it his duty to fulfil them.

He was, at the same period of his life, appealed to upon a controversy
which then, and often since, has excited the attention of society. This
was the question as to the supposed supernatural virtue of healing,
which was supposed to reside in the person of a Mr Valentine Great-
rakes. Both parties addressed their appeal to Mr Boyle, as the per-
son of the age most fitted to give an authoritative opinion. We should
enter here very fully into that curious subject, had we not to give a
separate notice on it in the memoir of Mr Greatrakes, where we shall
give it exclusive consideration. Suffice it here to say, that a letter
was addressed to Mr Boyle, by a Mr Stubbe, in bebhalf of Greatrakes,
and that he replied in another, which, deservedly, obtained great
praise.

In 1667, when a severe attack was made upon the Royal Society,
Mr Boyle took a prominent part in the defence. It was, in reality,
the era of a great revolution in the intellectual world—when the con-
test between the darkness of the scholastic age and the light of the
Newtonian day was at its maximum point of violence. The advocates
of a master, who would have scornfully disclaimed them, supplied the
want of reason in favour of the Aristotelian philosophy, by charging
the new philosophy and its supporters® with impiety. The charge
was, indeed, unlucky ; it appealed to prejudices, and placed truth itself
in a false position. The sacred history, written in an early age of the
world, and not designed for the chimerical and inconsistent purpose
of teaching natural philosophy, used the language of mankind in its
allusions to nature—the only medium by which it could continue in-
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telligible through so many states of civilization. But as men theo-
rized on nature, and came to various notions on the structure of the
mundane system, it is evident that they would compare the language
of holy writ with the conclusions of science. Hence difficulties would
arise. To deal with these, or to prevent them, the jargon of the
schools was a convenient, but most mischievous resource. It was
virtually the means of arriving at any desired inference by verbal dex-
terity. Thus adopting as sacred revelations, the indispensable lan-
guage of the Bible, it preserved an erroneous system of physics, by
excluding the consideration of phenomena. The mistake of the
ancient writers on this head was two-fold; for, the scripture was not
only understood to declare an accurate system of the world, but its
language was so interpreted as to convert the prevalent philosophy
of the age into the intent and meaning of the sacred text. Thus,
unhappily, arose the self-perpetuation of error: it perverted seripture;
and erected the perversion into sacred authority. When the reason
of mankind became more free, another evil result arose: the fallacies
which were thus wedded to the Bible, by old and venerated error,
could not be easily divorced, and became a fertile ground for the
sophistry of the deist.  And yet, in a philosophic age, it seems strange
that sophisms so obvious should have been ventured. It ought, indeed,
to be observed that even the latest works on astronomy are liable to the
very same misinterpretations; for, from the difficulty and complica-
tion of the subject, it is found necessary to adopt a fictitious con-
vention, founded on appearances, as an indispensable necessity of
language. And that fiction is the very same which the philosophers
and divines of ages imagined to be a system maintained on the
authority of scripture—which contained no system, and disclosed
not one single fact in nature. For the purpose, it should, indeed,
have contained some other books, bigger than itself, of pure and
unmixed mathematics. Nor would it be very possible to fix a limit
where God should cease to reveal, and reason begin its queries,
cavils, and senseless mistakes and superstitions. The language of
Laplace, of the vulgar of all ages, founded on the common principles
of human language, is precisely that which the sacred penmen have
used; because there never was, or will be, any other. The secret that
the truth of God needs no veil of consecrated error—and that his
word stands aloof and undefiled by the rashness of theories, or the
fanaticism of schools—was as far from being understood as the Baco-
nian philosophy. As a theory of metaphysics, the inductive method
might be suffered to pass among other subtle speculations: specula-
tion had, indeed, so little connexion with practice, that there was
nothing very formidable in any effort of this nature—it was simply a
great book to swell the mass of academic lucubration. But it was a
different thing when a new race of inquirers arose, and, throwing
aside the endless and inconclusive resources of division, distinction,
svllogism, and definition, stretched beyond, and mistaken in their use,
and began to weigh and measure, compare, compound, and analyze,
and seek for the constitution of nature by a diligent and searching
examination of nature itself. Such a new and daring course would
uot only assail the learnced repose of universities, and deprive grave
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doctors of much cheap-won wisdom, but it also gave a violent shock
to that factious zeal with which systems are so much upheld. Hence
it was that where reason failed, it was an easy, though most unfor-
tunate, resource of controversy, to call in the aid of an appeal such as
that we have described, and bring holy writ to the aid of the Aristo-
telians. The error has been propagated down to our times, checking
science, and abusing scripture. The Royal Society was its first ob-
ject. Mr Boyle was personally treated with the respect of his anta-
gonists—a remarkable testimony to his reputation for piety and worth.
A friend of his, who was a leading writer in the controversy, notices
him in this honourable manner : that he “alone had done enough to
oblige all mankind, and to ereet an eternal monument to his memory ;
so that had he lived in the days when men godded their benefactors,
he could not have missed one of the first places among their deified
mortals; and that in his writings are to be found the greatest strength
and the sweetest modesty, the noblest discoveries and the most gene-
rous self-denial, the profoundest insight into philosophy and nature,
and the most devout and affectionate sense of God and religion”

In the following year he changed his residence from Oxford to
London, where he took up his quarters with the lady Ranelagh his
sister. The change facilitated his communication with the Royal
Society, and with learned men. As was usual, he continued to pro-
duce and send forth essays on various branches of natural philosophy;
chiefly, however, upon subjects connected with the properties of air and
water. In 1670, he published a work containing a more detailed
account of his philosophical speculations and discoveries. This work
obtained very general notice, and we can have no hesitation in saying,
that it gave a vast impulse to chemical inquiry.

In 1671, his health, ever very delicate, received a severe shock
from a paralytic disease. He, nevertheless, recovered, it is said by the
adoption of a strict regimen, with the help of medical treatment.

Among the very numerous tracts which he every year published,
there was, in 1674, a paper read in the Royal Society on * quicksilver
growing hot with gold,” which drew a letter from Newton to caution
him against any premature disclosure on a fact apparently so favour-
able to Alchymy. Mr Boyle seems not altogether to have abandoned
some of these notions more properly appertaining to that visiorary
science: this was, however, both natural, and even philosophically just,
in the commencement of a science of which it was the origin. Alchymy
had already produced a rich accumulation of facts, and it was impos-
sible to decide where the true line was to be found between reality
and conjecture. Though it is the spirit of inductive science to ques-
tion nature, by means of experiment and observation, it is plain that
there must be some previous process of conjecture to give the direc-
tion to inquiry. The true principle of conjecture is, that it should be
directed by knowledge; as, out of ascertained.facts, various probabili-
ties arise to exercise the invention and sagacity of the inquirer. Laws
of nature rise slowly to observation, and with them the law of obser-
vation and inference grows both stricter and surer. To venture to
assume these limiting rules prematurely, would have been a fatal error:
and even still it would be hard to fix the bounds of the unknown, and
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therefore mysterions processes of nature. We cannot affirm that
mankind may not, in the course of half a century, have ascertained
not only numerous new and unknown properties, such as to give an
entirely new aspect to the laws supposed to be those of nature, but
have discovered results which must be concluded to indicate further
elementary laws as yet unknown. But there is a sound rule, of which
we shall have much occasion to speak further—it is this; that there is
a certain perceptible analogy in the operations of nature, which it is
chimerical and \1510nary to depart from, but within which the utmost
latitude of conjecture may and even must be allowed, even to the
apparent verge of extravagance. A known operation, working accord-
ing to an ascertained law, may, according to this principle, be carried
in experiment to any extreme length against which hwman ignorance
has set up its canon of prejudice; because, in fact, there is nothing
can be pronounced impossible, unless for some specific reason on the
most rigidly ascertained grounds. Ou the other hand, to violate this
analogy would be to take improbability for the guide of science; to
neglect it would be to take chauce, and drift upon the ocean of non-
existence. The reader of these remarks cannot fail to keep in view,
that their application is not to the grounds of strict inference, which,
to have any value, must be derived by the strictest reasoning from the
most rigid facts; but to the grounds of probable conjecture which is
the guide of trial. In Mr Boyle’s day, the founders of modern science
might justly entertain a salutary terror against the visions of the em-
pirical philosophy, founded as they were upon a mixture of supersti-
tion, lawless fancies, traditionary dogmas, crude hypotheses, and pre-
mature generalizations. And as human reason is ever oscillating to
extremes, the new impulse would naturally lead the followers of
Galileo and Bacon to take a narrow basis for their views in science;

and in departing from the visionary fields of the old hermetic ssience,
leave behind some solid and valuable truths. L ooking on the subject
with these reflections, we are rather led to admire the tempered and
considerate spirit of Mr Boyle, than to qualify his character by the
admission of an enthusiasm for the occult and mystical, which seems
to have tinged his zeal and led him further into speculative inquiry
than he would have gone in the next generation. With or without
such a qualification—the extent, variety, and soundness, of his inves-
tigation, placed natural philosophy on a firm and broad foundation,
and gave the great impulse, from which numerous inquiries of far
less genius have since obtained higher celebrity.

The very titles of some of his works convey the sound election with
which he observed the errors and obstructions of human inquiry,
which impeded, and even still, in some measure, continue to impede
natural science. Of this nature may be specified his «“Free Inquiry
into the vulgar notion of Nature;” and his « Disquisition into the final
causes of natural things, and with what caution a naturalist should
admit them.”

It appears that several of his writings were lost by various causes,
among which there occurs one not now very easy to apprehend. It is
stated by himself, that he had lost numerous manuscripts by the sur-
reptitious depredation of visitors. In 1686, he published some state-
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ments of the various obstacles he had met with, and the_ difficulties
which he had encountered in the publication of his writings. This is
now chiefly important as one of the numerous indications of a state of
literature altogether different from that of more recent times. It is
now not very far from the truth to say, that the universal sense of
literary men is one which would suggest an apology of an opposite
purport from that of Mr Boyle’s; and indeed, there are few prefaces
which do not contain some implication of the kind. A modern writer
may perhaps feel, with some reason, that he has to account for the
public appearance, in which the public is but little or not at all inter-
ested: but Mr Boyle felt the solemn duty of one to whom it was com-
mitted to enlighten and instruct an age of great comparative igno-
rance. His apology indicates the entire absence of those sentiments of
egotism and arrogance, of which such an apology might now be re-
garded as the language. But it is to be admitted that, in this respect,
the claim of the scientific inquirer yet stands upon a peculiar ground ; the
successful prosecutor of discoveries must always possess a claim upou
the mind of his age: he owes something to the world, and the world
something to him—he stands apart, because he is in advance of his
age—his appeal is the assertion of a duty, not the boast of a merit,
or a demand for the admiration of the world. Such claims as Mr
Boyle had to the respect and gratitude of his age, were then accom-
panied by much anxiety, and the sense of a jealous and earnest com-
petition. The whole structure of science was to be built—and as the
ignorance of nature had, till then, been occasioned by an entire per-
version in the method and direction of the human mind—there was a
wide waste of obvious phenomena which lay upon the surface, ready to
offer themselves to the first glances of rightly directed inquiry. It
was a consequence that, among the philosophers of the age, there was
a jealous competition. In this was, then, first displayed that unscru-
pulous disregard to truth and justice, which has in so many instances
disgraced foreign philosophers, who have shown an unpardonable
readiness to appropriate the inventions and discoveries of English
science. The reader will recollect the great controversy concerning
the fluxionary or differential calculus, of which this was the period.
Similarly, Mr Boyle had to complain of numerous instances in which
he was the object of similar frauds. Many copied his writings without
any citation of authority, or stated his experiments in their books as
if they had made them themselves.

A life of indefatigable research and study could mnot fail to affect
the extremely delicate constitution of Mr Boyle. Great temperance,
and continual caution which is mostly enforced by so tender a frame,
had perhaps made the most of his strength. DBut he at last felt it due
to science, and essential to his ease and health, to restrict his labours,
and to avoid all superfluous engagements. Ile seems to have been
deeply impressed with that sense of the value of time which belongs
to those who have great and permanent objects of pursuit, and an
earnest desire to accomplish the truer and worthier ends of existence.
The broad ocean of discovery, too vast for even the contemplation of
the highest human reason, or for the mind of ages, lay yet untried in
all its magnificent expanse before his mind’s eye: he could anticipate
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numerous tracts of research, and doubtless conceive numerous splendid
results, which human life would be short to follow or attain. Such a
sense is more penurious of its hours than the miser of his gold: the
gold may be accumulated, but the measured moments can neither be
increased nor recalled. As most men live, it is true that an hour
gained or lost would be but a little more or less of a useless commodity;
while to one like Boyle it was truly more than wealth could compen-
sate: some such sentiment suggested the aphorism of Bacon, ars longa,
vita brevis. Mr Boyle, whose labours were the practical illustration
of Bacon’s philosophy, left also an illustrious example of the strictest
economy of time. Zealous in the pursuit of important truths, he saw
that, with his diminished energies, and diminishing days, it was
necessary to cut off all superfluities, and avoid all uucalled-for waste
of time and labour. With this view he ceased drawing up those for-
mal communications to the Royal Society, which but interrupted the
business of investigation, led to premature discussion, and broke in
upon the settled frame of his thoughts. With much regret he re-
signed his office of governor to the corporation for propagating the
gospel in New England. He published an advertisement declining
the numerous visits to which his great celebrity exposed him; and put
up a board to indicate the hours when he could receive those whom
he could not, or would not, refuse to see. For these he set apart two
mornings and two evenings in each week.

He availed himself of the leisure thus obtained, not only to pro-
secute his important investigations, but to repair the loss of many
valuable papers, and to put the whole in a more convenient and sys-
tematic order.

In 1691, Mr Boyle’s health, which had never been strong, began to
give way to such an extent, that he concluded it full time to prepare
for his end, and executed his last will. The rapid indications of a
failure of the powers of life increased through the summer, and in
October were so far advanced that no hope remained of any very de-
cided restoration. His decline was considered to have been accelerated
by his extreme concern about the illness of his dear sister, the lady
Ranelagh, with whom he had ever lived on terms of the tenderest at-
tachment. And as they had been united through life, they were
not to be painfully disunited by the grave. Lady Ranelagh died
on the 23d of December, 1691; and on the 30th of the same month,
she was followed by her brother: a man who, if regard be had to the
combination of high philosophic genius, moral worth, and geunuiue
Christian goodness, has not been equalled, in any known instance, in
succeeding generations. Holding a foremost place among the philo-
sophers of that age, he was equally prominent, and still more deserv-
ing of veneration and honour as a Christian. With a spirit too wise
to desire the adventitious honours which had been showered, with a
liberal hand, on all the members of his family, and were pressed by
royal favour on his acceptance—he refused to obscure with a title that
name which continues to be the grace and ornament of the records of
a family which has produced many persons of worth and public dis-
tinction.

He was, in a high degree, instrumental in the propagation of the
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gospel: for this purpose his influence and fortune were used with
energy and perseverance. He spent £700 upon the Irish translation
of the Bible—of which he sent 500 copies into Ireland, and 200 into
the highlands of Scotland. He also had printed, at his own expense,
3000 catechisms and prayer-books, for the highlands—of which the
spiritual welfare had been deplorably neglected. He gave £300 for
spreading the gospel in America.

We have already mentioned his foundation of a lecture for the de-
fence of revealed religion, of which the object was thus expressed:
“ To be ready to satisty real scruples, and to answer such new objec-
tions and difliculties as might be stated, to which good answers had
not been made,” &c. The fruits of this noble institution have been
rich: such men as Bentley, Harris, Clarke, Whiston, and Butler, form
a constellation of bright lights in the train of the noble founder; and,
doubtless, far more illustrious has been the result which lies beyond
the estimate of human praise—‘the turning of many to righteous-
ness;” for, considering that such minds are endowed by heaven, and
such efforts commanded to man, we cannot suppose them to be ineffec-
tually employed. But we may here pause to dwell on the characteris-
tic sagacity which planned such a lecture. In any other department
of knowledge it might be presumed that one full statement of an argu-
ment, of which all the facts are so long and so fully known as those of
Christianity, might be enough to put an end to all doubts and further
arguments in one way or another. DBut the natural aversion of irreli-
gious minds to the gespel has the very peculiar, though obviously
natural effect, of leading men to find arguments to satisfy themselves
with a perfect ignorance of its nature, facts,and evidences. Thereis a dis-
like to be convinced, peculiar to this one great argument: and hence the
fertility of human invention in devising such arguments as may shut
out all chance of disturbing the illusions of scepticism; that is, all such
arguments as are independent of the question itself, and are, therefore,
without limit. A curious consequence of this is, that every genera-
tion has brought forth its own peculiar form of infidelity; some argu-
ment of which the absurdity has become too manifest to be relied upon,
even by the sceptics of the next. This curious illustration of the real
elementary principle of scepticism, seeins to have been contemplated
in Mr Boyle’s foundation.

As a philosopher, there is now some difliculty in doing strict justice
to Boyle. His writings have been superseded by the completion, or
the far advance which has been made in those branches of natural
philosophy to which he mainly applied his attention. But it will be
enough to say, that all the most eminent inquirers in the same track—
such as, for instance, Priestley—have spoken of him as the founder of
the important science of pneumatics. The testimonies of foreign phi-
losophers are also numerous and important. He was, in England, the
first follower of Bacon; and, though the branches of science which he
cultivated by no means ciaim so high a rank, yet he may be called
the predecessor of Newton, and that illustrious host of mathemati-
cians who commenced and brought to perfection the noblest structure
of knowledge that has been, or can be attained, by human powers.
He must be viewed as the most eminent man in England, among those
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who effected a great revolution in human knowledge; which was nc
less than a transition from the scholastic to the experimental schools—
from mere words to facts. Of this great change the beginnings are,
doubtless, to be traced to previous generations and other countries:
hut it would lead to wide digression to say more here upon a topic
which we shall have frequent occasions to notice more at large.

We shall, therefore, conclude this sketch of Boyle, by a mere enu-
meration of his scientific writings. They are as follow:—

1. «“New Experlments, P}IV:ICO ’\Iechamcal touching the Spring
of the Air, and its Effects, 16607 2. « Sceptical Chemlst, 1662;”
reprinted in 1679; with the addition of Divers Experiments. 3. ¢ Cer-
tain Physiological Essays and other Tracts, 1661.” 4. « Considera-
tions touching the Usefulness of Experimental Philosophy, 1663.”

5. « Experiments and Considerations upon Colours, 1663.” 6. < New
h\penments upon Cold, 1665.” 7. «Hydrostatical Paradoxes, 1666.”

% QOrigin of Forms and Qualities, accmdmff to Corpuscular‘ Philo-
qophy, 16(’6 ? g, «The Admirable Refractlons of the Air, 1670.”
10. « The Origin and Virtue of Gems, 1672.” . “The Relation
between Flame and Air, 1672.” 12. « On the Stl ange Subtilty, Great
Efficacy, &ec., of Effluvia, 1673.” 13. <« The ba]tness of the Sea,
Moisture of the Air, &e., 1664.” 14. *On the Hidden Qualities of
the Air, 1674.” 15. < The Excellence, &ec., of the Mechanical Hypo-
thesis, 1674.” 16, « Porosity of Bodies, 1684.” 17. «Natural is-
tory of Mineral Waters, 1684.7 18, « Experimenta et Observationes
Physice, 1691,” which was the last work published during his life.
But two posthumous works afterwards were published, viz., ¢ Natural
chtory of Air, 1692;” and ¢ Medicinal Experiments, 1718.”

Yalentine Greatrakes.

DORN A.D. 1628.—DIED cIRC. A.D. 1690.

Tue claim of Mr Greatrakes to our notice is very peculiar, and such
as, considering the very justifiable prepossessions of the reasonable
class of men against all pretensions to which the term of quackery has
been, or can be applied—it will, perhaps, be in some degree hazardous
to notice with the equitable spirit of philosophic indifference. The
great celebrity which he obtained in his day is, perhaps, characteristic
of that day. It extended from the hut of the Irish peasant to the
court of England, and furnished matter for wonder and discussion to
philosophers and universities. But we are happy to seize the occasion
which is thus offered of discussing an important topic which stands in
some need of sober and impartial comment.

On the incidents of the life of Greatrakes we shall consult the utmost
brevity. He is himself the authority for his early history. He was
born in 1628, and was the son of William Greatrakes, of Affanche, in
the county of Waterford. His mother was a daughter of Sir E.
Harris, knight, and a judge in the king’s bench. lle was educated
at the free school of Lismore, and designed for the university; but
tuis destinatien was frustrated by the great rebellion which broke ont
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in his fourteenth year. He took refuge with his uncle, Mr E. Harris,
who attended to the completion of his education with laudable dili-
gence, and, as he says, “perfected him in humanity and divinity.”

At the restoration, Mr Greatrakes was made clerk of the peace for
the county of Cork, and a magistrate, and discharged the duties of
these offices so as to obtain the respect of the district.

In the midst of such avocations, he became suddenly seized with an
impression that he was personally endowed with some healing virtue:
this incident must be related in his own words:—¢ About four years
since I had an impulse which frequently suggested to me that there
was bestowed on me the gift of curing the king’s evil, which for the
extraordinariness thereof, I thought fit to conceal for some time; but,
at length, I told my wife; for whether sleeping or waking, I had this
impulse; but her reply was, ¢that it was an idle imagination.” But,
to prove the contrary, one William Maher, of the parish of Lismore,
brought his son to my wife—who used to distribute medicines in
charity to the neighbours—and my wife came and told me that I had
now an opportunity of trying my impulse, for there was one at hand
that had the evil grievously in the eyes, throat, and cheeks; where-
upon I laid my hands on the places affected, and prayed to God, for
Jesug’ sake, to heal him. In a few days afterwards the father brought
his son so changed that the eye was almost quite whole; and to be
brief (to God’s glory I speak it), within a month he was perfectly
healed—and so continues.”

It is then stated that he proceeded to discover, and to display to the
wonder of the whole surrounding country, a power of healing which
was s0 great and so evident in its effects as to silence even the scepti-
cism of physicians. And so great became his fame that crowds flocked
around his dwelling, from all parts of the country, and filled his barns
and out-houses with diseases of every kind. His fame soon spread to
England, and he was invited over to cure lady Conway of an obstinate
headache. In England, he was followed by multitudes: he failed to
afford the desired relief to the lady Conway, but was successful in
curing numbers of the poor people.

The practice of Mr Greatrakes was wholly gratuitous, and the
power by which he eflected his cures he attributed to a supernatural
gift. In England, such pretensions soon led to public discussion—
fn which two parties took opposite views, both in a very high degree
worthy of being noticed, as examples of two unphilosophical modes
of solution which derive considerable importance from the frequency
with which they may be observed torecur in the history of human opinion

one party at once attributing the cures to some supernatural gift, the
other resolving the difficulty by some conjectural cause. Of these,
the first assumes that all the operations and powers which are termed
natural, are so thorou(rh]y known that anything which cannot be ac-
counted for, or resolved into an effect of some known cause, must be
called supernatural. The other, still more absurd, escapes the diffi-
culty by assigning some known but inadequate cause, which amounts
to no more than giving a name to a thing, and then explaining it by
that name. Thus, while Mr Stubbe wrote a pamphlet, in which he
described the healing power of Greatrakes as a gift bestowed by God,
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and with curious inconsistency deseribed the elementary operation of
‘the supposed gift—his adversaries attributed it to the power of friction,
neglecting to ohserve, that if friction had anything to do with the
cures supposed, it must be as the means of setting in motion some
other cause, without a knowledge of which nothing was explained.

Mr Boyle was appealed to, and he appears to have viewed the ques-
tion with the temperate and impartial mind of a philosopher—which
is to be neither hasty to afficm nor deny. He admitted the possibility
of miraculous gifts, because he found no absolute reason to deny it:
but, considering the description of the actual facts, he saw no reason
to class them as miracles: he justly observed, and the observation is very
important, that they were wholly dissimilar from the miracles related
in Scripture. He did not deny that there might be some mechanical
cause, or some healing virtue applicable by the touch of the hand,
especially considering the known powers of the imagination. And he
illustrated his reasoning by examples of cures performed by the im-
mediate and direct effect of this influence.

As subsequent controversies have given very cousiderable import-
ance to the principles involved in this question, we shall not leave
it without making some general remarks; and in doing this we shall,
to the utmost extent, avoid the slightest leaning to the controverted
opinions of any class of persons. It may be unnecessary to mention,
that the main form in which these considerations have been latterly
involved, has been the great controversy concerning mesmerism; or
as it has been recently termed, animal magnetisim.

On the facts, concerning which these questions have arisen, we are
no further acquainted than by hearsay. But as they are not authorita-
tively contradicted, their reality mayfor the present purpose be assumed.
Both parties have, so far as we have had cognizance, joined issue on
the facts, and are at variance upon the law. We only design to notice
here, the errors in reason which they have committed—what may be-
come of the question concerning mesmerism, is a matter of great com-
parative unimportance: it is our object to guard the integrity of reason
which is so apt to suffer grievously in the heat of such disputes.

Against those who have been the assertors or practitioners of mes-
merism, two objections are to be made, neither of which demand much
comment,—that of imposture, and that of premature theorizing. On
the first, we must be very brief: we have not personally had any ex-
perience of the facts commonly alleged; they have been affirmed on
very strong authority, and submitted to every test of which they seem
capable. Some of them appear to admit of no deception. And it
ought to be observed that, among the most intelligent of their opponents
admissions have been directly or indirectly made, which amount to the
concession of all that can be contended for short of idle speculation.
The other charge is, indeed, but too well warranted against both sides; it
rests on that common infirmity of human reason, which has from the
beginning of time loaded human knowledge with the encumbrance of
idle speculations. The almost universal fallacy of assuming that every
thing known is to be explained by the best conjecture that occurs.
Aceordingly, the magnetists have in their tracts upon the subject, so
amply invoived their very debatable facts in such idle reasonings as
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very much to multiply their vulnerable points, and to raise questions on
which they can be assailed beyond the power of effective defence.
When the ridiculous reason, or the absurd pretence, is exposed, the
multitude, equally shallow in its scepticism as in its credulity, will
casily be induced to overlook the facts. The charge of sleight, or im-
posture, is as effective as any other explanation—it is at least as clieap
as a miracle.

Against the adversaries of thg magnetists, the charges to be made
are the hasty denial of facts; and the opposition of these facts, so far
as admitted, by fallacies and evasions.

Of those who deny facts, simply on the ground that they are im-
possible, or that they have not witnessed them, there is nothing to be
said—they are unreasonable, and not to be met by reason. The most
respectable opponents of mesmerism are those who, admitting the facts
so far as they have been actually ascertained by competent trial and
observation, have considered it as a suflicient argument to silence all
further consideration of the subject, to find a name for them, or to
refer them to some known natural cause; and then take it for granted
that there is nothing further, and assert that the whole matter is
undeserving of further notice.

In the reign of Louis X VI. of France, the question was referred to
a committee of professional men, who completely put an end to the
question for the time, by referring the phenomena to émitation. This
was explained by the fact of that species of sympathy which is known
in numerous cases to take place in the human mind and body. The
argument has been since taken up, and received various improvements
of the same character—nervous influence has been of some use, and
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